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PRETACE

TO TINE

SECOND PART.

Tue history of this Second Volume is a very
short one—The First,as my readers must remem-
ber, was suddcnly: interrupted by sea damage w
the manuscript, and all that was left of it re-
mained, until about a fortnight ago, ina seem-
ingly irrecoverable s‘tate; when it happened that
a poor man. of a most squalid appearance, came
into my apartment to ask for a morsel of breza-l.
He was worn to a shadow, and held in his
trembling emaciated hand a smul blue bottle.—
“ My father,” he sail, “lived for n‘1any years in
a garret ar"Knightsbridge, where he was always
to be found 3~gngst his phials and crucibles,
mixing together many offensive ingredients, but
what they were I know not.—Wnen he was at

a - the
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the point of death, he gave e this bottle, say-
ing, 1 might make Enonf,'y of'it, but kow he did
not tell me, as he instanitly expired.—This is my
houest case, aud I have not a single farthing to
support mc, noi ahy thmg upon earth to give

me comfort.” -

There heing so many impostures practised in
London, I could scarcely believe this story, but
I said to the poor man, tnatif I could give cre-

=lit to1t, I would endeavour to help him.

‘“ Then,” said he, looking up to Heaven,
““may whatever is.in this’ vessel prove poison
and death to me, if I do not spcak the truth ;”—
and to give emphasis, 1 suppose, to his faultering
\'roicc, as from \\’f"'kl']CSS he could scarcely stand
uprighi, lle stwcl\ it with violence upon the
table, when Itebroke ail to nieces, and the liquor
ran over ny papers which lay there as much

doomed to the flames as any wiqu_in Ilindostan.

Out wutaul surprize may be better imagined
“ | . than
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than described, when I inform the reader that
every word of the writing touched by it became,
in an instant, as bright asif it had been ar. illu-
minated parchuienc for 2 lord mayor on his
quitting office.—I preserved what remained in
the bottle, which was analysed by a czlebrated
chemist, and after my maauscript had been
restored by a fresh preparation of it, I took
‘measures to secure the discovery by a patent ;
and the poor crcature has veen aleady offcred
above 200/. for the secret, bl;t five times that
sum will never purchase it, as it has since been
applied to decayed, pictures with almost incre-
dible elicet.

The chapter of accidents has always appearced
to me the most curious oue v the book of our
lives, and this wretched mar may well think so.
—His fortune was suddenly made, whi'st nei-
ther myself, nor any others, derived thz smallest
benefit or advantage from so extraordinary a
chance.—I had positively resolved never to re-
trace my thoughts, and but for this strange cir-

a2 CUsCaANCe .
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cumstance, I should have .l')een saved the great
trouble of fcopying,. for printing, what 1 had
written, and the publit the sfill greater one of

reading .

1 am sensible, indeed, that my remarks are
much too'short and gentrai, when their objects
are considered, and that many of a more interest-
‘ing nature are omited ; but the truth is, that
though I saw enough in Armata to have filled
many volumes, I could take no intercst in any
thing except the very little that had some kind of
bearing upon the condition of my country ; nor
did I write a line but from a desire to make us
feel more deeply the value of our admjrable insti- -
tutions, to warn us against the abuses to which
the wisest are subjeét, and to correct a very few
mistakes which ptevent our manners from being
perfect.

In what relates to (hc ldst, I npighit have given
a powerful interest to my foreign adventures, by
ill-natured allusjons a¢ fome; but as it was my

TN - “wish
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wish to reform our, manners, it would have been
strangely mconllstent to excite ah appetite for
slander.—The rtader Will not therefore find a
single sentence that can e tortured into a defa
matory application ; and I publish this even in
the Preface, though it may ruin the cale of my
book.

General remarks upon laws and government
cannot be thought to be withir the scope of
this forbearance ; national councils may be mis-
taken and even disastrous, though their authors
may be intelligent and upright.—Neither should
the prblic intcrests be compromised by silence
when the publication of truth may be useful ;
but there is not a word gven upon such subjccts,

that can be construed in‘o personal reproach !

Although T have to thank the pubnc for a
more favourable reception of wbat has been
already puuiished than it was at all entitled to
command, yet I cannot but be scverely mor-
tified to find that it is generally thought to be

an.-
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a romance, and that I am setydown as a writer
who, for sbme reason or osher, 1ad adopted the
fictions of another world, to copvey some opi-
nions regarding Ius own 5 a not.on which has
naturall) enough cramcd wround by the consi-
deration that many things nm) be put together
under a mask of tifis descuptlon, which in a
real and grave history it would not be so easy

to write.

This is all I have to say, since I cannot be
duly sworn as a witness for myself; but I fre-
quently smile when I think of the figurc that
raany people will make very shortly, when the
Admiralty shall have sanctioned my applica-
tions, and when taxes have been raised for my
next voyage, whnch ‘unbelievers as well as be-
licvers must\ pay- —~These are the ways and

means which can alone give crediiv to my work.

Al
‘¢t

I am not a candidate for lite’r;ﬂ‘y rcputation,
and shall how with submission to our established
critics. because tkeir judgments have, for a long

' t.ime,
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\
time, becn sancidoned by general consent,

evinced by the reception of their works.—Thcy
arc, for the most parf, men of'talents and
learning, and seem never to forget, that an en-
lightened people are critics over themselve..—
This is the only shape in Which the press ought
to submit to censorship, and it has greatly
contributed to the advancement of literature in
Great DBritain; it prevents us from mispending
our time and our rioney upon useless or mis-
chievous publications, and serves as a sample
before we buy.  Authors, whatever may be: their
genius or acquirements, are the worst possible
Judges of their own works, and the great masters
of criticism, aware that_for the same reason they
are subject to error, a.e remarkable for the can-
dour with which they examine publications at all
entitled to respect. There are some miror critics,
however, who cannot be taught this reserve;
but as in the first instance it would neither
be just nor prudent for an author to defend him-
self against criticism, so in the last it would be
inhuman.—An insect upon th: moe. polished

uiarble,



( vii )
marble, not seeing the structure, but fecling
through the minuteness of' hlS organs, that the
surface is not even, m.ost na*urally magnifies
dcfects ; but would a statuary k!ll him on that
accouant, or a humané naturalist impale him for
the discoyery of his tribe ? -



ARMATA.
‘(CONTINILE'D.)'

By referring to the part already published, it
"will be seen that, from damage to the remaining
manuscript by sea-water, when I was ship-
wrecked on the coast of Ireland, in my voyage
horaeward, it ended abruptly thus—

My ydung companion at the same time called
for his carriage, and we set odt by moonlight,
on our return. As we weint z'tlong, he asked me

howIhad * * * * » 's

It may be proper, therefore, to reprint this
unfinished sentence, and the Continuation will

then begin as follows :

CEAP-
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Containing almos* nothing.

My young companion at the same time called
for his carriage, and we zet out by moon-light,
on our return.  As we went along, he asked me
how I had been amusel—a question I declined
answering, uptil J could find words to express
all the delightful recollections and sympathies
of my earliest days—Indeed when I looked
down on the ocean which now smiled upon us
with the pale lustre of reflected light, the
thougl:ts of home 1‘1.1shed.up0n my mind so in-
tensely, that without ghinking any more of my
companion, uor cven relollecting his existence,
though he was close by my side, I could not
help exclaiming, “ Oh, England, England -—if
cver I might but behold your white cliffs again,
I could sit upon the highest of them, and gaze
upon your world of waters for ever. Dully
uniform to the eye is its vast cxp}anse, but, to

B2 he
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the mind, infinitely various—H»>w profound are
its caverns which no Lne ean reach, nor the
deepest i:nowledge account for—unfathomable
to the philosupher in his closet, as to the sailor
upon its surface! Ias it always, as now, so
curiously iudented the land, or havc its boun-
darics been abridged? If its empire has been
contracted, did it retire spontancously, or did
subterrancan fire invade it, and plant earth
within its domains? From: whence is the salt
that has for ages preserved it? If the moon
raises its floods by attraction on the side nearest
her, how do they rise up on the opposite, and
why on the equator are they at rest?  When its
tides are thus lifted up, whatever exalts them,
and when furious urder the lash of the tempest
they.threaten our shores with destruction, what
is it that commards them to return to their beds
and to slécp? When smoothed again for the
impatient nauvigator, what is it which directs his
coursc? Whence is it that rude, inanimate mat-
ter, even the unshapen stone we tread upon, de-
rives an intclligence beyond Newton’s mind, even
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to guess at? D.<')cs it point steadily to the poles
when in the bowels of the carsh, and does it
only begin tosshift .!md vary wheh it comes into
contact with unsettled and restless manr The
Great First Cause is manifest: but what-are the
principles which govern such marvellous effects?
When the philosopher is. thus lost, and driven
back within. the limits of his facultics, the
occan is not less an obiect of sublime contem-
plation; we see it t.hgn with all its roaring multi-
tude of waves obsequious to the command of God
for the happiness of man—Without it, though
propitiation for sin might, by divine mercy, have
been accomplished in Palestine, yet all the hu-
maniz'ing light of the Ggspel would have been
cclipsed, and its l)Clli'gI.l influence upon our fallen
condition must have been iost; the weary toot
of the pilgrim or missionary could never ‘have
traversed such remote regions ; India could not
now be hearing the sacred voice of diviue truth,
and America, instead of starting up, as it were,
at once throflghout her United States, into ci-
vilized and moral existence, might, for ages to

B3 come,
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come, have been a trackless dgsert, the forlorn
abodc of un,cul:ivatcd life! gMay the East, then,
and the-West, from the rising to the setting of
the sun, remember, with eternal gratitude, the
blcssih’gs that have fiowed to them from my be-
loved counfry ; may they always work upon the
pattern she nas set them, whatever forms of
government may distinguish them; may they
bury in oblivion the occasional imperfections
which arc inseparable from human dominion;
and may the Christian standard she has planted
amongst the nations be still carried forward
to all tongues and pcople, until they are ga-
thered together at last as a flock under one
shepherd, when sin and sorrow shall be at an
end !

« if we examine tilg aids derived from the sca
m the p;ogrcssJof society, and  the universal

* *x % % ¥ ___but here my

comforts whica
youthful companion (tired enough, o doubt,
of my solilgquy) recalled me to m'yself, and ha-
ving no wish or thought but to please me, he

. shouk



(7))
shook me gently,.‘as you would awaken an in-
fant, and said to me, with infinite good humour
and kindness—* Chlld of another Wo.ld, we are
Jjust at home, and T must take your plaything
from you; but since I see you so bewitched,
and carried out of yoursclf bi' your first love, we
will not leave her so soon as we intended, but
pursue the margin, or at lrast the district of the
sea, unti! we approach nearcr to the Capital,
which is yet far distan..” Ilere my musings
ended as the carriage now drove up to his fa-

ther’s house.

B 4 CHAP-
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CHAPTER II:

The Autor is provided with the Dress of tie Country.—With
Reflections thereupon.

+ -~

Morven soon advanced with his accustomed
kindness to receive me, but my gay companion
vehemently objected to ahghtxng ; saying, he
could breathe no longer out of SWALOAL, and
ffom what I saw afterwards it was his proper ele-
ment, as without being altugether what we should
calla Da;ldy, he was a young man of the most
decided fashion in all her higher circles.—It was
indecd with the greatest difficulty I could resist
-heing carried on by him in the night, without
rest or refreshment, towards this renowned city,
but I expressed so strong a desire to appear only
in the dress of the country, that he reluctantly
agreed to wait till the morning, and good-na-
turedly underwent as a kind of peaance, what
to me was the highest enjoyment—a quict sup-
per in a most delightful apartment, opéning, on
each side, to conservatories, fronting a rapid

I

stream
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stream running throu'gh a fragrant garden, with
beautiful women, deﬂcious music, and now and
then some exccllent old, wine, resemblmg our
claret, which, le® watel-dnnkers think as they
please, gives a varnish to such a picturé, which,
as they never looked through it they cannot at

all comprehend.

As I observed that my young companion took
but little share in the qonver'sz.ltinn, and seemed
only to speak as if it Were to interrupt the
singing, I expressed my surprise to him, whgn
humming a tunc at intervals to himself, he said
to me apart—* I can cnjoy all this, my dear
absurd friend, as much as any body, in its due
season j‘buf in summer, nay in'its very solstice,
which::1 think, is to-morrow, d would much
rather be in town in the '(li.rt.icst lodging, al.
most invisible from the dust ahd rubbish of old
buildings pullitz®down on cvery slc.lc of me,
than be seen here amulst the colours ahd per- °
fumes of all the drecs and shrubs which ever
blossomed in our world or in youps, or ‘a that

* one
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one there,” (pointing up with his canec to the
moon,) ¢ that really looks redder than common,
as if she were blushing to see us loitering where

L)
we are.”

When morning came, his impatient genius
suggested to him a most rapid but sccmingly
indclicate escape irom the further delay of my
cquipment, as he informed me, with the highest
glee, that the barber, who had been setting his
razors, overhearing ouf difficulties, had offered a
suit of his own never put on, and which, looking
at our two persons, he said would fit me toa
hair—He now dirccted the young man in his
own language to fetch them, saying to me in
English, “ this I' can assure you is a most fortu-
natc incident, as I could not hawe supplied you
MYSELF, having' nothing here but this coarse
wrapver, my only ‘covering in thewilderness,” (for
so I" found afterwards he styled the whole
country, or rather the whole universe, out of the
sound of a celebrated bell in Swaloal, the name
of whivh I have forgotten :) “ HERE,” he said, ¢ I

fol-
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follow the custom of hature, the beasts of the
[
ficld know where they are, and have but one

suit.”

1 was too much disconcerted, by this appa- «
rently strange behaviour to attempt any inter-
ruption of this mortifying glispatch, but when it
was quite out of rcach I could not help saying,
that I hoped I should be pardaned for wishing,
if the expense would ndt he an objection, that I
might be furnished with what we .called, in
England, the dress of a gentleman, instcad af
this young barber’s apparel, as I had no doubt
there were different degrees in a country which
his father had described to me as so highly

civilized.

“ Undoubtedly,” said Cat_hmor, (f'or thjs was®
the name of my compamou ). % thete are pany
degrecs among us, more numerous., pClIlapb,
than in any,other nation, but thcw “arc no
distinctions in oUr ordinary dresses; we have
gentlemen, as you say you have in Ep.gland_.. and,

'Y
o * © Mgy
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as you have just seen, we have barbers also ; but
which is the gentleman and which is the barber
whcn ybu meet then in the streets, it has been
long impossible for the nicest eye to discover,
as our highest nobility and our lowest tradesmen
dress cxactly like one another: there is perhaps
somc'thing now and then in air and manner, by
which people ﬁncy they may be distinguished,
but in no other way whatsoever.—I expressed
great surpris€ at this; and said that in my
country such a system would be most unpopular;
mot from any pride in the higher orders, as the
principles of equality, where they could practi-
cally or usefully exist, were liberally cherished
in England, but because the lower “classes, who
might scem to be exalted, would, with ore voice,
exclaim against it, as injurious*to trade, as de-
structive to manufactures, and a cruel oppression
of the imntense multitudes who only lived by
hourly changing fashions, which circulate super-
fluities amongst the industrious poor; and though
sumptuary laws were inconsistent with our free

goveihiment, yet an English nobleman would

be
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.
be the subject of very wnpleasant remarks, who
did not maintain his" pre-e.mmencc cvef}, in his
most ordinary appesrhnce, for the circulation of
wealth, and the enceuragement of ingenious arts.
“ I could almost swear,” he replied,  that you
were describing this very country cven lessithan
Jifty years ago; as1 have hearg from my father
that, even in his time, persons of rank were
stupid enough to wear laceednd embroidery,
and other expensive fabri.cs,.in their dygly habits,
but we have a damncd deal more tastc now, and
they are never beheld except in the palaces of
princes, and when you sce thein there hereafter,
you will think that, notwithstanding their absurd
unwieldinessy the whole court was engaged in
some distant military cxpe:lit,ion, as every onc of
them wears a sword, and carsies & kind of knap-
sack upon his back.—I am happy, howevet, the
subject has been started, as I should have Been
much distressed if you had been left foga mo-
ment to imagific T had ndt intended to give you
the full benefit of every distinction which a

stranger of rank and honour oughtj;(; cBml'naqd."
* . *He
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He then left me, but first taking me kindly
by the hand and sayjng hé would return as soon
a3 he had got rid ‘of sonfe vulgar people who
were waiting to sec him.--He had not been
gone a moment when the barber re-appeared,
but without the clothes: he walked about the
room, without taking the smallest notice of me,
until upon my friend’s return, whom I had
apprized of my' lisappointment, they came up
to me together, laughing immoderately and mosz
obviously at my expense, Cathmor holding his
“sides from the convulsion of his mirth, whilst
he said, or rather attenmpted indistinctly to say
to me, “ My good f'ricn(l; this is not the barber,
as you imaginesl, but ounc of the Lighest of our
grandces, who is ('omc down to visit a relation
on board the rlect."—What rendered this suffi-
ciently 2lb§lll‘(l scene more completely ridiculous,
was the return at the same mmoment of the actual
barbe Liimself'; and when he had laid down his
bundle, the nobleman and t.hc snaver were like
brothers ; no more to be distinguished than twins
are even l)); midwives at their births.

Handy
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Handy Dandyy which is the justice,
Which is the thief.—

I mean no kind of disrespect to the grandée of
Armata or to his DousLE, by this classical quo-
tation.

At the conclusion of this latighable adventure,
Morven, the father, joined us, and resumed the
subject of costume, but upbil a very different
principle, saying to me gravely, and as if he was
not quite pleased— I sent for this youl;g man
as an agrecable companion, to shew you the face
of the country and.its fashions, to which I am
now quite unequal; but you must think for
yourself on many subjegts wltere his youth and
inexperience avould leade you. far astray: the
matter which he has been treatmO' as a mere Jjest,
is of grecat moment, so muth 59, that 1 am
anxious to hesr ®how it is considered with You,
where wisdom seems to station cver y- thing in
its appomtcd place.”

Flattered not a little by this ust remar’, and

Y -

L 3
wishing,
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wishing, from a national vanity, to keep up the
contrast’ tetween cur countries, I asked him
wheeher they had any robes of nlagistracy, which
in England were found to be so highly useful in
impressing the multitude with respect for the

administration of government and justice.

“ We have them,” answered Morven,  even
in the lowest of our' courts; and not only our
Jjudges, but all their infesdor officers and atten-
dants, have grave and suitable habits of distinc-
tio;i, but which arc cast off the moment the
business of our councils ard courts arc over,
when the highest of them are to be scen shoul-
dered and jostled“in the crowd with'the pick-
pockets whose imprisonments have just expired,
and with the culprits they have just amerced.—
This is by no means an ancient custom amongst
us, but one of late ‘years most- fgnorantly and
thoughtlessly introduced: the robes of justice
would undoubtedly be uncouth ,and out of sea-
son if vorn as ordinary dresses, but supreme
judgess and inde«d magistrates of every descrip-

tiod,
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tion, above all, when’commg immediately and
publicly from their tubumls, *should h,Ac': some
suitable distinctions to pomt out their stations,

and to continue, dy habits of associatfon, thc‘

.

revercnce inspired by thcir dignified appcarance
when administering thc government or the laws.

If the robes of justice inspire thk multitude with
no additional respect for magistrates, why are
they worn AT ALL? a.ml if* they wuavE  that
effect, wiy siould the illusion be se abruptly
overthrown, by exhibiting to the populac;: the
very same men looking perhaps, from careless
habits, more meanly than thousands who had
but a momept before beheld them with salutary
fear? This cannot be politig: but the true touch-
stone to be appli.cd to it is, o ask how England

considers it 27

I was so much gteuck with “this strange med-
ley of wise policy, and the total disrcgire of it,

. L] -
and so set a-thfnking on the strange differences

between our worlds and nations, thatt I wa» un-
Py ©

able, in the instant, to answer hime but L cosld

c ’ flot
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not help smiling to mysel¢ at the ludicrous idea
of all Padace-yard in an uproar at the astonishing
sight of our judges coming aut of Westminster
Hall in-such shabby fiocks ard brown scratches,
as would infallibly subject them to be rejected
as bail, in their own courts, even_for ten pounds,
though they wer~ to swecar themselves black in
the face.

“ In Excranp,” Lsaid, (recotering from my
?'cz'cr:ic,)—“ in ExcéLaND, we view this whole sub-
ject in a very different light; we do not regard
itas fit to be governed by the idlc fashions of
the day, but upon principles from which our
government mey receive substantial support.
Distinctions amongst maukind arc incvitable,
and when left,"as in ruder «ges, to an unbridled
course, arc degrading and destructive; but when
adjusted by a wise and liberal policy, each order
standsiéas you have yourself so well expressed it)
in its appointed place, society tl.en forms a dig-
nified, harmonious phalanx, and, instcad of
slavish subjection, or contention in the ranks of
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freedom, becomes fipn and indissoluble, like
substances which are helt.l together bysgpn immu-
table union in their parts; but it should never
be forgotten that adhesions of human contrivance
cannot, like those which arc netural, be main-*
tained by silent and #nwisible attractions; the
social union can neitler .be produced mor con-
tinued without well considered management
constantly kept in view and iyp.action : the mul-
titude are more govcrﬁ(.:d.' by visiblc.and perma-
nent distinctions, than by reflcctions on what is
wise or just; and as God does not always ratify
by merit, or by mental superiority, the ranks and
honours which we wiscly nevertheless bestow
upon one agother, they should be carcfully kept
up by a kind of ingenious artifice, like that which
is so successful dt a.masquer:;dq or upon the stage.
External symbols of super lout_y, whick have
been found by (,x.pcncnce te bt, mlposmn- and
effectual, cannot be safely let down cvgn in the
most apparently insignéficant relaxations, be-
causc, though not asily shaken if ncither abused
nor abandoned, they cannot be restumed at plea-

c® .  sure
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sure when cast off. When a person has once un-
masked, dlis character, howevcr well it may have
been supported is ur(,tucvab]y atan end; and
notlnn«r s0 suddenly beats down the effect of the
best theatrical representation, as to go, though
but f'or a moment, behind the scenes. I disap-
prove, tlxueforc, of yqur-higher orders casting
off their distinctions and dressing like their
grooms; it is what we should in England call
felo de se, becausc the levelling consequence
is certain; and I havc'ileard, indeed, that at this
very moment you arc enacting the most severe
laws to keep down your lower orders from
advancing upon their superiors, when, from
changes in ancicnt manncers, and by throwing
away the most popular distinctions, their supe-
riors have been desce.ndmg to them.

« Governthents must be supported upon diffe-
rent pringiples when their forms are different.—
'The social union of a REPUBLIC is different from
that of a moNARCHY.—Each may be equally ex-
celler:t’, and equally consistent with national inde-

‘ ' : pendence



( 21 )

pendence and frecdom but A PEOPLE ymust be
of a piece with thclr matztutwns ——Where the
laws equalise all the inhabitants of a state, the
laws, and not the malcers of them, arc the habituat
objects of popular respect; but where pr.z'vz'léged
orders cxist, as in fre¢ monarchies theyemust, the
makers of the laws are from habit the objects of
reverence, and the laws are reuerenced with them.
Ina Republic, therefore, the cxternal distinctions
we have been dlscussmg would be useless, be-
cause there are no distinct orders to be mam-
tained; but in a Monarchy they are important,
because the whole ftame of such a state being
supported by personal privilegss and gradations,
if’ that system were disturbed the authority of
the laws would bg disturbe.fl also.

“This s, perhaps, excmphﬁcd inthe magistracy
of our City of tondon, where the cl;:ctlons are
popular in the extreme; but being in the very
focus of a monarchy, and the monarchical feeling
predominating in the pomp antl <ceremonies
which peculiarly distinzuish itg éovcrnrﬁqnt, the

i c3 magistredes.
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magistrates, though chosen annually from the
ordinary classes of har citizens, are held in the
highest reverence, and their laws are most
punctually obsgrved : but if her Lord Mayor,
her Sheriffs, and her Aldermen, on their great
public.days of festival and magistracy, were to
appear in their bob wigs and pantaloons instead
of in their ancient magnificent robes of office,
and if the splendid hospitalities of her Guildhall
and Mansion-house were to be reduced to the
common fare (and se¢ out, as it is called) of an
ordinary or a chop-house, it would soon be like
Bartholomew Fair—the dishes would run the
hazard of being carried off by the mob, and the
guests, however noble, in their surtouts and
overalls, would probably be Lustled in the
streets. On the same principle it is not, perhaps,
a prudent retgenchment, and in point of value
most contemptible, to abolish ofrices which from
the most ancient times have been established,
except when the very objects of them have
become oksolete; it is like picking up the pave-

ment arid pulling down the palisades which keep
off



¢ 23 )

off the crowd from a great house.—If they af-
fect public frecdom, the most efficdofous laws
should be made te preventit; but let a monaschi-
cal gévernment, when made a free oneby popu-
lar balances, have all its anciedt trappings—T10
say they are useless, because they have np uscful
duties, may be a false ::on‘blusipn.—A critic of this
description might reason in the same manner
with nature, and accusc herof the most senseless
profusion for dressiné, eut a cock, pheasant or
a peacock quite differently from a jackddw or a
crow.—How unmercifully those poor birds would
be plucked! not a feather would be left in their
sinecure tails. It is not, therefore, in the choice
of the high men of my country to depart from
those dignities which long custom has establish-
ed, nor to relax 1t the visible distinctions which
support them, because, since,tle l.aws Would be
degraded by thesdegradation of their authors, it
would be a kind of ¢reason against ke state.

« ENGLAND is much (oo cnlightened to be
seduced by a false notion of ;:qﬁ'ali't'y into a

c4 : . System
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system quitc alien to the ferm and character of
her govei.unent; she knows that whatever gives
the greates't stability to her free constitution is
the best security the few can have for their privi-
l€ges, or the many for their freedom ; and as there
has beennoinstance (in ourworldat least) of a dis-
contented‘people to a just and prudent govern-
ment, it would be discreet in the rulers of all
countries, before thtey have recourse to measures
of restraint and coercicn, to examine well the
causes ‘of disobediencc and discontent. ¢« If
théy look into their own conduct they will find
the cause—if they amend it they will find the
remedy.’™* '

That I may not have occasion to return here-
after to the singular costumes um(.)ngst the men
of Armata, I have only to add that my clothes
perfectly fitted 'me, and I was not a little amused
with my prw and double character of a gentle-

* See ord Chefterﬁeld's speech against the Play-houss
Bill. - .

man



£ 2 )
man to those who kficw me, or of a balber, per-
haps, to those who might *not; th.c ordinary
dresses which ¥ 'afterwards saw in Swloal
amongst all ranks and conditions, were just llke
my own, and of course so precisely the same, that
I could not fora long time know one* person
from another, even after some auquamtancc,
and when 1 knew them at last it was only as
shepherds know thcir. sheep, Ly the varicty of '
their faces notwithstanding THE SIMILARITY OF
THEIR FLEECES: I saw no cloth worn but of two
colours only, though their fabrics are beauti-
fully various, and, indeed, the whole male popu-
lation of Armata seemed to be beaten BLaCk
and BLUE by that champion ofebruisers, Custom.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER IIL

The Author begins kis Journey towards the Capital of Armata.—
One of the Horses dies from being over driven.—Reflections on
Cruelly to Animals. o

Bzine now prepared for our journey, there drew
up to the door a light commodious equipage for
our conveyance, with animals not very diflerent
from our best horses, but apparently more fitted
for the course than for the road, and accordingly
we sctoff at a pace which terrificd me not a little,
and made mec so giddy that I could scurcely
speak or listen to what was said; and as we
continued above two hours in this furious career,
the poor creatures that carried“us along hecame
so exceedingly distressed, that I asked Cathmor
to check the drivers'in their speed; but devoted
to all m;”wishes as I have already described
him, he gently put me aside, saying ¢ it would
be absard in the extreme to interfere.” ¢« Are
we then, ];ushc",” I asked, “ to any particular

‘hour
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hour in our day’s, ptogress? the country scems
delightful, and we mfist ste it to great disad-
vantage by passmg so rapidly through it.” «I
fecl the force of what you s?y,” answered my
youthful friend, “ and we certainly are by no
mcans Zfasked to any,time; on the cc.mtrary, we
shall reach our destinattion‘long before night;
but it is far better we should linger in an inm,
however irksome it may 'b'c, than not travel in"
the style and fashion *of gentlemert—I1f we went
slower we should be taken to be low p.copl.e of
some description or other, and we should lose all
the respect with which it is my desire you should

be everyahere received.”

“ You must ccrtainly be the best judge,” I
replied, ¢ of the manners and customs of your
own country; but I cannot p0551bly com.prehend
how, when we dte masters of our time, it tould at
all detract from our consequence, thit we shouid
appear to “consider the health and comfort of
thosc poor animals, without whpse strehgth and
willingness to scrve us we could® not travel'at all—
| . ;. you
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you must surely sce how very much they suffer;
and can we answer for this abuse toa benevolent
Creator, who gave them only for our usk? have
they not the same feelings and the same sense
of injurics with ourselves, and could you be
happy ui)op this tour of pleasure and satisfaction
if you were enjoying yourself through the pain
and affliction of :my,of your own kind 2”
(3]

“ CERTAINLY NOT,” he answered, ¢ because I
should Dbe invading human privileges; but ani-
mals have none that the law recognises, and why
should individuals run before the law, which
defines all duties and protects all rights 2”7 “ Is
it possible then,” 1 hasti'y replicd, that such a
country as your father described o me can be
so shockingly misgoverned ?” «To that again,”
replied Cathmor, “ I can only 7epeat, that it
is not fora subject to be wiser, nor inorc humane,
than the lcg'islature which prescribes his rules of
action; and if, whenever the laws were silent, or
appearca to_us to be defective, we were to con-
sider such-suppostd defects to bc national mis-

govcrnment:
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government, and not crrors in ourselves, there
would be an end at oncc of all govgmment and
law—If the subgect, indecd, had hever been
presented to the notice of our councils, thexc
might be matter to pausec upon, as you.r opinions
might, perhaps, have been adopted if duly’ con-
sidered ; but the whole gubject was brou:ght very
lately under their most serious consideration,
when all your fanciful notiogs were rejected and
put down. )

“Qur government is divided into two delibera-
tive assemblies, which must agree upon any law
before it can be submitted for adoption to the
third estdte, which may annul their united deci-
sions—The highest of these assemblies firse
voted on this*very subject.: as if you yourself had
given the rule to them ;—thgy voted, UNANI-
MOUSLY that animals had rights-They declared
that it had pleased Almighty God to cnduc thcm
with many valuable fagulties for the use of man,
and they enacted punishinents for the abuse ;—
but the ozker branch of our councilezefused to

goncur
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concur in the new law thus proposed to them,
when it -fell of course to the ground—Soon
afterwards,‘howcver, upon further consideration,
this very assembly, which had so refused to con-
cur with the othey, did of their own mere motion
originate thc very same Jaw which they had
before rejected, and sent it up to its original
authors for their undoubted approbation ; but its
original authors having been .inspired in the
mean time (as I ought, at 'cast, to believe) with
some new and sudden light upon the subject,
did. then in their turns reject it ; or in other
words, denied that it had so pleased Almighty
God as they had before with one wvoice voted, and
wholly refusing to acknowledge any ‘rights in
animals sUCH as they had THEMSELVES ENACTED,
left them to be driven to death i the manner
which so much affects you; but let it not there-
fore be imagihed, that our councils denied or
discountenanced the just - claims’ of humanity,
because, though they refused to enact protection
to animals, they admitted in argument that it
was a dvtuof mperfcct obligation.”— Imperfect

y obliga-
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obligations,” 1 indi;.;nantly answered, “ are sure
to be imperfectly*obeyed—human lags ought to
come in positivgaid ofeall moral dities which
they can practically deal with, and it is impossi-
ble to deny that those for the protect.ion of the
lower world are of that description, since both
the branches of youf mas¢ enligktenedle.gislature
(as you yourself have relate:l) did solemnly pro-
nounce that Tuey were. Nevertheless I highly
respect your deference as a subject to their united
opinions, though thcy dlﬁ‘ered at first Jfrom each
other, and afterwards from themselves; but such
ABSURD inconsistency mustnotthink of travelling
into another world for approbation or assent. In
England, beassured, it would cxcite the disgust of
an enlightencd people, %s it now provokes mine.”

The account of this strange proccgding ac-
corded so little with what T hall befose heard
from Morven'i ll'l praise of the councils of Armata
and beinggforewarned by him not to rely too im-
plicitly on my excellent young companion in
matters which demanded the cxpe:'-is-n;e-of age,

I after-
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I afterwards asked him to account for it, which
he did as follows :—

“ Qur great Assembly, which suffers so much
ir*your opinion, has, I believe, no equal in any
nation, and like every thin else in Armata, has
acquired its*value by timc and events improved
on by the wisdom of our people; so far from

. being open to any gcneral censure for versatility
of opinions, the union of tlfe judicial and legis-
lative jufisdict‘ions has giveﬁ it a high character
for independence and justice; a succession of
great and lcarned men have flourished there for
ages, and when I shall have made you acquainted
with many of its members, I am sure you will

be reconciled to the rest.

¢ The listory of* this national misfortune (for
so I must consider it) ds a very short one. The
right of all_animals to protection, but more
cspecially of those without-whose aidz the con-
dition of mankind would be helpless, is a claim
so irresistivie, thdt when faithfully stated, it was
sire
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sure to carry every. thing before it; and when
unanswerable in the abstlact it bcqame more
affecting by mapy notovious instandes of the
most savage cxueltles, it is no wondc that
there should have been an upiversal impulse
to ‘support it, and that any difficultics in the
way of useful legistatipn, should have been
completely overshadowed by. the lustre of hu-

manity.

“ In this manncr, the projected law you
have heard of, went down almost by accla-
mation, to the other council for its assent,
where its success would have been cqually cer-
tain, if the]resolutions of public assemblies were
invariably the results of genera'l conviction; but
as the bravest armics have been put to flight by
the panic of a smslc SOldlCl’ so the wisest coun-
cils, by the influence of lndlyldua], érror, may be
turned out of fhe course of wisdom.—If hap-
pened at that time, by an accident which can
occur but seldoms because the union of so many

B

high and valuable qualifications is a roraucecur-

L] .
°*D rence,
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rence, that a member of this lower assembly
had unzccountably connected in his large and
comprehensive mind, the brave and manly cha-
racter of the Armatan people, with sports and
«exhibitions of the most barbarous description.
Impressed with so mistaken an opinion, this
extraordinary and amia ble person secmed to con-
sider it as a kind of public duty for the encou-
ragement of generous courage and popular free-
dom, to protect, by his countenance and pre-
sence, the too frequent resorts where animals
were excited to more than instinctive ferocity,
or where his fcllow men, without quarrel, were
matched almost to murder one another ; and on
those principles, if they deserve that name or
charagter, he became .he vehement opposer of
the measure tha. had been adopted.

“ Against an hongst feeling of this morbid de-
scription, all reasoning was useless; and remem-
bering, as I do, the force of his eloquence, and
the influence of that personal friendship which
be had-ssquired with many so justly, and with

-none
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none more sincer.ely than myself, I flo’not at all
wonder that his unprel:ared hearers, Were for a
season at least’surprized: and though, as’ you
have heard, they came to themselves afterwards,
yet the recovery was too late: a strong sensa-
tion had been creatcfl,' which, extending to the
other branch of our ‘government, " this high
improvement of our national character was
defeated ;—Dbut the good Seed has been sown,
and, as often happens i1t the natural world, lies
dormant fora future and perhaps not a distant

harvest.

“ Howeyer extraordinary the observation may
appcar wllen applied to, a person so justly re-
spected for his talents, yet I can in no way ac-
count for such uficonquerable pertinacity in so
wrong an opinion against all she dictates of his
own general geod-nature,” and’ the common
feclings of mankind, but by resorting to a doc-°
trine confirnled by much experience, that c'very
man in the world (myself of course amongst
the rest) is so strangely particular in some

* D2 ) I.rqint
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point or other, that it may well be considered
as an insanity quoad hog—it ‘being, like other
insauities, invulnerable'to all argument—If the
circle in. which this absufdity revolves is so
very small as to touch nobody, a man is then
only what is called siNGULAR in that respect,
but if its orbit is extended so as to run foul of
other people, he is then called a2 MaADMAN, and
is confined.”

Another set of the unhappy victims of imper-
fect obligations being now yoked to our carriage,
we drove on precisely at the same furious rate,
to the great delight of my éay companion, who
scemed to sit more erect upon his sect, to pre-
serve I s{xppose our united consequence, whilst
the wretched animals were - almost expiring
under ¢he lash.—As for myself, I said not a
single word during* the whole stage, and only
offered up my silent thanks to Alinighty God
that’ Armata was not my country. -

e LIL TN N s . .
~ On armiving at our evening’s destination, we
¢ saw
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°
saw sitting at the dgor two poor labouring men,

seemingly in the Sreatest pain from ovdy fatigue;
they made no cemplaint®of their employer, ,who
had not tasked them beyond their contract, but
they werce obviously unable, from extrémc weale-
ness, to reach their homes, though not_far dis-
tant.—Soon afterwatds.l migsed Cathmor; and
as he did not rcturn at thehour our supper was pro-
vided, I waited for him with impatience, fearing
that some accident Bad befallen him.—It was
night when he appeared, and alth.ough he put
aside all my inquiries as to his absence, yet I mw
from his countenance he had been much affected ;
and soon afterwards’the causc of his distress could
no longer, be conccaled, as he was surrounded at
the door of our apartmdht by.two large families,
who with their poor motherd were embracing
his knees, and though I could not ungderstand
what they said, were obviou.sly invoking bless-
ings upon his" head —they were the wives and
children of the poor labourers whom I found he
had carried home, and given them money to sup-
port them until they were able to -t with

- ‘D3 * " comfort.
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comfort.—Thinking this a most favourable oc-
casjon f01 trying the effect ofi human laws in
secondmtr divine precepts, I carried him into
the stable, where I had been told one of the
peor animals that had brought us was at the
point of death: when he 'saw him in that con-
dition, and was told that the master was Jjust set
up in business and had a large family, he said
he was truly sorry for him, and desiring the
driver to follow us into ou~ apartment, he im-
mediately gave him an order for the value as he
called it of his master’s property; but I could
not perceive that the cold sweat and excruciating
pangs of the unhappy dying animal had made
the least impression upon him. I cannot, how-
ever, conclude this intercsting subject, without
acquainting my rcaders with the victory of na-
ture and vutue——whllst his feellngs were thus
s0 strongly excited by human sufferings, and so
striking an analogy was within my view to ex-
tend them, I opened my whole battery upon his
ingenuous mind—the breach was soon practi-
cable,‘a.ud. humamty entered in triumph—my

comparion
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companion laid dothhls arms at her feet, lament-
ing that the swge hadobeen S0 long,protracted
from the false id&a that the lower world was'be-

yond the boundaries of her dominion. »

I was dceply 1mprcssed with this mterestmg
conversion, and have offen since reflected upon
it with delight.—Nothing indeed in the human
character is so extraordinary,’or, I might rather
say, mysterious, as thesmanner in which the
consciences of the most enlightened and virtu-
ous men lie prostratc and dormant under the
influence of some ruling passion, or where, from
the neglect of public: law or domestic education,
some partitular objects 9f humanity or justice
have not been sufficiently implanted and en-
forced.—Of the former, the divine cloquence
of our sacred Scripture castssinto the Ueepest
shade every pogsidle illustration : “we there see
a highly gifted Sovereign living in such general -
purity as to “iave been %aid to walk after God’s
own heart, yet sleeping in peace amidst the

complicated crimes of crucltv,.adultery, and
D4 murder,
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murder, _till recalled to hiniself by the sublime
simplicit_'y "of the Prophet: of the second,
the' evidence 1is . nowb beforc the reader, in
a kind hearted ingenuous being of our own
;pecics, though of another world—you have seen
him shedding the tears of pity over human suf-
ferings, though they were almost at the same
moment before him in the most heart-rending
shapces, without his'fecling them at all.—The ani-
mal he had sloomed to be destroyed for the gra-
tification of an imaginary consequence, was a
creature also of God; his docility and strength
were given him as supports to man in his fallen
and feeble condition; he was cnducgl with all
the faculties, theugh guitcd to his inferior sta-
tion, which were bestowed upon himself; and
he felt all the bodily pains, peshaps all the pangs
of a wounded spir‘t, which the proudest of man-
kind can feel ;' but public law having been silent
-which should have proclaimed those truths and
have drawn the.moral conclusion, he had been
left as dcad to their impressions as the savage in
the desert—but his soul being now laid suddenly

.
opcn
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open to the light of mature and of truth, he ad-
mitted at once all my principles, dcﬁlo.ned their
imperfect laws Which had blindfolded and bru-
talized their people, adding, that gince the
period of rejecting their proposed amendment;
the most harmless animals had not only been wan-
tonly destroyed, whose tnangjed carcisses were
to be scen daily ‘in the streets, but that savage
crueltics to the human speties, and cven the
most atrocious murdets,shad filled he calendars
of their tribunals beyond the example of any
former times. I was not surprized at this me-
lancholy communication ; the truth is, that /aws
and laws_alone, are capable of forming and
fashioning a peoplc—.Divix;c commands are
nothing except as they are engrafted upon our
system, and we ourselves should be just as little
protected against violence frani each other, but
by the most peaal conseqtience’, enforced too
by parental warnings to avoid them.—From not
éxtending €orrections Yor the protection of ani-
mals, in cases at least of gross and madignant
oppression, children are almost ur;iversz;l]y cruel,

and
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and when they grow up, itds too late to correct
them but by criminal justice. Some difficulties
might perhaps attend such ju.isdiction in the
outset, but they could hardly, reach another
generation ; the moral voice of the law would
be hcagd even by infants, when principles,
good or evil, are gasiest implanted, and which
generally endure for ever.

¢o

Soon after sunrise we proceeded on our
journey with only pleasant and rational speed,
and I can now therefore take some notice of
the face of this fine island, which I could see
no more of during the former day than if I had
soared over it in a balloon.—The air was serene
—the roads were smooth, and the hourly shifting
landscapes beautifully various—delightful undu-
lations of hill ana yalley enlivened throughout
by smooth or rapid waters, and enriched with
picturesque villages, through the light smoke
of which the distant spires of chusches were
every where to be seen.—To crown the prospect,
the side§ of almost all the eminences sloping

southward,
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southward, were ador;;cd with the seats of some
of the greatest andl most ancient families in-
Armata, I am net sure that a traveller, with-
out being tedious, can say much more_of the
newest country which he is only quickly passing
through.—Remarkable seencery should be viewed
distinctly, and worked up into pictures by those.
who know how to paint them, which I certainly
do not.

As we approached very near to one of those
noble possessions, many of which we had passed;
Cathmor said, he would ask permission to view
it, which was immediitely granted.

As we drove through the plantations on the
road to the house,, or rather the palace, which
stood upon nearly the highest ground in the
midst of them, I was quite overpm;lered with
the enchanting .sc.enc, and, as my eye glided
along immensg and divemsificd masses of magni-
ficent trees, (a collection scemingly from all
c]igﬂatcs,)
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climates,) rising in an ascending scale to the
lofty sumimit of what unwooded would have
becn a precipice, the whole prospect was on a
sudden reflected back again, as if by a thou-
sand mirrors, from the transparent surface of a
splendid lake, which stretched itself out beneath
our feetto a vast extent, until it was lost in the
distant woods. I stood for a.while motionless,
and exclaimed alov to my amazed companion, in
a voice of admiration. and transport,—* Where
am Ir What is it 1 sec? Was Milton brought
here in vision, or actually like myself, when he
described the primaeval paradise of our world ?”
I shall insert my whole soliloquy, though it

makes me appear myself in the character of the

DeviL:—

«“ So on he fared, and to the border came
Of Eden, whose delicious paradise,
» Now nearer, crowns with her enclosure green,
As with a rural mound, the chan.pain head
Of a steep wilderness, whose hairy sides
' With thicket overgrowa, grotesque apd wild,
Access denied ; and overhead up-grew
Insuperable height of loftiest shade,
Cedar,
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Cedar, and pine, ang, fir, and branching palm,
A silvan scene : and as the ranks ascend,
Shade, above shade, a woody theatre

Of stateliest vidw.” .

To fill up the smaller parts of this fine picture,
I would rather refer to Horace Walpole, or Ma- *
son, or De Lisle, or still more to the delightful
realities of England, thar atteppt any* descrip-
tion of my own; I am not in the habits of
writing, and always fall shortin expressing what
I feel.

We were now placed under a guide to con*
duct us through this grand residence, (if resi-
dence indeed I ought to call it,) because, though
we met with labourers at cvery step, in great
numbers, pruning the Shrubs, swecping the
lawns, and suppgrting the flowers that were
bending to the earth in luxuriant beausy, and
filling the air :vi.th incxpressible. fragrante, I
did not sce one human being of any description
to enjoy this heavenly retrecat. I askedemy
young friend most earnestly how this strange
solitude was to be accounted for; *but before he

gave
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gave mc any answer, I thought I could observe
a look not indeed of, contempt, but of that
good-natured complacency and surprize which
is frequently raised by the questions of children
on what they see; regarding me then with a
smile, he answered— Oh yes! it is completely
enjoyed m proper times for its enjoyment; but
not at this season : you arc.probably thrown
out by counting*months on your voyage, for-
getting that the poles of our planets point in op-
posite dircctions, and that though it is now mid-
winter in England, this very day, as I told you
yesterday, would be our summer solstice.—What
need I say more?—This is not the cell or hut of
a hermit, but a mansion for a social ‘being at a
very differed period of the year; so much so,
that if it were not for your catisfaction, or, to
speak she honest.truth, that my father has put
me about you as his deputy. I would not be
found here longer than our cattle can be re-

fresiied, for any money ‘you could lay down.”

'

I was so much perplexed with what I heard,
that
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that I scarcely kne\;«; how to deal with it, being
perfectly aware, flom every thing aroqnd me,
that it must be Midstmmer in Armata. I
could therefore .only say, that I was unac-
quainted with the natural history of her produc-*
tions, but that all creation seemed to be,in the
highest perfection; “and do, those fine trees,
then,” I asked, “ preserve their beauty through-
out the year, or are they leaflgss in winter which,
as I have learned from®yoyr father, is often most
severe:” He here laughed, and muttered some-
thing in his own language, which when 1T
afterwards understood, I could not help laugh-
ing also—translated literally into English, it sig-
nified, Damn all trees, shrul)s, and flowers!
and then, resuming our Fnglish language, which
he always spoke,to me, he, said, “ The trees
and shrubs are of course without leaves or
flowers in wmter, and are in their prlme now ;—
but what then? Can they converse? Can they |
dance? Can they sing®? If you poured wine
upon them instead of water would they liye >—

or can they move from their places and "huat?
Would
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Would you, in short, have,a man be like 4 bird,
and sit whistling amongst thosc branches in the
summer, instead of Leing in Swaloal—divine
Swaloal ! where, would to Heaven! we could be
to-morrow !'—and here let me entreat you to re-
membgr, if you speak of this place at all,
(which I very much wish you would not,) that I
only came here under my father's orders to shew
it to you; if you.forget this I shall be com-
pletely laughed at, as there are seven balls, four
concerts, and thirtcen private partics, all of
which I have missed to-night by this damned
stupid adventure: I ordered my servants to
say I was in town, but ill of a sorc throat; and
though I wish our beds might be prepared for
us, yct I am ashamed to put my letter into the
post, at such a distance from gown, because the
rascally country mark might dodge us; let me
beg of you .therefore not to exposc me.”—
Which I the more recadily promised not to do,

as ke had sufficiently exposed himself.

Secing at this moment an immensc tree, resem-
bling
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bling our English oak, }n all the glories of the year,
I quitted the path and ran towards it, toesit under
its shade; but my ,compamon “in great’seeming
agitation, called out loudly to me, “ Come
back! come back! or you will be cértainly
caught; there are traps every where.” “ Traps!”
I replicd hastily.—* What! traps for men? I
wonder no longer at this solitude.— Are you
cannibals then, and do you snare your fellow-
creatures as if they Wf;re'larks " ¢ No, no,”
he replied, laughing, “we don’t eat’one ano-

ther, but we like to be to ourselves when we

eat our mutton ; and there would be no end of

wanderers if we did not catch them by the leg.”
It was now my turn to laugh, and I could not
help telling him, « that if this were done in
England, the owner perhaps would be caught
himself, and by the neck too, as Jack Carcn
might retaliate.”

* Since my arrival in England, I have learned that lay-
yers differ upon tMis subject ;—but humanity surely dictates
the greatest caution in the use of such dangerous projec-
tions,

s T We



( 50,)

We now reached the liouse, wherc we were
receivedeat a nwrmﬁcmt entrance, by a person
who secmed to me .to be g lady of the most
affable and pleasing manners; ber gown was
like one of our rich flowered ‘silks, but rather of
an old pattern, and it had been some time
worn ; but I was particularly struck with the
singular appcar‘aucc of a very large bunch of
keys where our, women wear their watches.—I
bowed to her with great respect, and asked my
friend to ‘prcscnt me to her.—* You nced not,”

«he said, ““ bow so profoundly; it would please
her far better if you were to look in your
pocket for the largest piece of money in it.
How could you imagine she was A eapy ; did not
I tell youn there were none here at this season 2
We are not nr an cnchantcd castle; the woman
is not made of' wood or marblc nor fastened,
as you may see, to the floor; and, if she were
her own mistress, would soon 've far enough off.
She is only the housekeeper to shew the apart-
ments, and pray let us make haste through
them; they smell damnably after having been

4
! . so
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L]
so long shut up, amd besides we have a

long way to go before night.”, We now 'passed
through a noble duite .of" rooms, which were
rich, and well prgportioned, ornamenteg with
the finest tapestry and the richest brocades:
the lustres also were most splendid, ande the
pictures, which were n smagypificent ‘franices,
scemed to be finely. painted; but the portraits of
another world were, of course; uninteresting.
She pointed, however, With a very long stick,
to many great statesmen, philosophers, orators,
warriors, judges, and learned men, and with
that appropriate cadence which we hear at
Excter ’Change, when'we visit the wild beasts.
Throughout fhe whole of this immensc round
which, without forgetting “my friend’s injunc-
tion, occupied at legst two hq.urg, we did not
sec onc man, Or woman, or chil('l,'nm" any one
living creature of any kind whatsoever, excépt
several bats, who 'secmed, by their flutterings,
to have been but seldome disturbed, and notw
and then a coteric of moths, but who were,so
busy at luncheon on the velvet c.u'shionq and*

EQ° curtains,
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curtains, that they did ‘t'mt even seem to ob-

- serve, ust

When we arrived at the port of exit, I now
took Cathmor’s advice as to the most agreeable
mode of parting salutation, giving our con-
ductress one of the, largest coins that circulate
in Armata, which she received with a most
gracious smile,, curtseying to me at the same
time till the key of the great hall was stretched

L]
motionless on the ground.

We now returned through the plantations by

a different road.—I had a fowling-picce with
me, the gift of Morven on my ‘first landing,
and, seeing an aninal run by, with a smell as it
passed me that almost produced suffocation,
and carrying-in his jaws a most beautiful bird,
which hé was bringing from a field where se-
veral bleturs and their young”lay torn and man-
gled, I almost instinctively raised my gun to
my shoulder to shoot him: but my companion,
Aolding my arm, cried out with the utmost
. ' emotlon,
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cmotion, ¢ What cai? you pessibly mean?—
How could we answer foresuch,a dreadﬁ'gl i)reach
of hospitality? It is a great favour, I assuse
you, to see the place, and would you rgturn it
by such an outrage as this?” I was almost pe-
trified with surprise ; and, holding fast my.nose
till the horrid efluvia had evaporated, T asked
him how it could -possibly be considered as an
ungrateful trespass upon thesiord of this do-
main to kill a most offensive wild Jbeast, de-
tected in the murderous act of destroying his

property. '

« His killing the bleturs,” said Cathmor,  was
perhaps incorrect ; but it is irppossible below
the Heavens to have unmixed blessings, and
we must be contented to take e\.’ery good with
some alloy of evil.—Those animals, though
they formerly infested the country, and still do
a vast deal of r;lischief, are nevertheless bred
and preserved; at a very preat expense for our
sport, and you may guess how impossible it
would be to live without them, vzHen I itform
ES you
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you that we desert all those natural beauties
you have been admirjpng, though we exhaust
our fortunes to creaté and kecp them up,—that
we prefer the frosts and fogs of our rigorous
climate to its most dclicious sunshine,—and
abandon even our public councils in the most
arduous *and critical conjunctures rather than
not follow up the closest scent. of what so much
revolts your ultra mundane nostrils.—Do you
wonder now,” he said, as if he had just finished
the demonstration of the plainest problem in
Euclid, “ do you wonder now, my good friend,
that the absent proprietor of this mansion would
have started back with horror, when told of the
outrage which I so fortunately averted?” T lis-
tened to all this with silent composure, and
taking out my "leathern snuff-box, which had
fortunatcly deficd sea-water, and in which there
still femained some most excellent rappec for
the refreshment of my ultra mu;zdane nostrils, 1
putout my hand, unde: the preterze of thank
ing him, but in fact to take the chancc of
comiug in cohtact with his pulse, as I was now

quite
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quite convinced he was MAD. Another organ
now came in for a full share of delig}:j: ; 'as my
ears were saluted on,a sudden with a harsh,
frightful, and continued yell, such as I had
sometimes heard in the woods of America, when
fires were lighted to k'c::p back the wolves—so
that if T had not known we¢ were in a reclaimed
district, 1 should have expected to be instantly
devoured ; and the more so @' there was not a
soul within a mile who *could help, us.—The
causc soon becamne manifest in the persons of
near a hundred large animals, more resembling
our dog than any other creature, but, instcad
of being of some one hue, or shades of one,
their skins appeared as .if thgy were clouted
with patches of different colours, which de-
formed them mnot & little.—-My.young compa-
nion seemed now quite enchanted, saying, ¢ that
as it was a natural propensity always to imagine
something beyond realities, he had no doubt
that what we were then’hearing had given tise
to the idea of the Music of the Sphercse”—I
made no answer, heartily wishing, 1;1yself: among

£ 4 them,
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them, without any apprehtnsion of that kind of

'

concert. |

The senses, however, might be said, to have
been in full harmony ; as the sight of the motley
beasts, with the noise and smell, in such an
equal and happy combination, could not but pre-
vent their being jealous of one another.

We now retired to the inn for the night, and
in the morning pursued our journcy.—Nothing
remarkable occurred till the day following,
when, soon after sunrise, there suddenly burst
upon us, from the summit of a commanding
cminence, so suhlime a spectacle in the distant
view of the Capital, that I thought a second
time our immortal poet must have been here be-
forc me and described it :—

€

—-— Wher., by break of cheerful dawn,
Ilc gain'd the height of a high climbing hill,
Which to his eye discovers, unawares,

The goodly prospect of a ioreign land
Just seen, and its renown’d metropolis,
With glittering spires and pinnacles adorn’d,
“ Which now the rising sun gilds with his beams.”

“ Cn
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On our nearer approach, the country,still pre-
served the same varieiy and beauty, if country
it could any longer be called; as it was rdther
a countless cluster of fowns almost toushing cach
other, in none of which I could discover an);
laborious arts or manufactures, but only im-
mensc numbers of decoratea villas or cheerful
village habitations, interspersed with shops of
every useful description.—Reflecting here upon
the public burthens, which the reader must well
remember the account of in the former volume,
I could not but be surprised to see AN UNIVER-
SAL FACE OF GAIETY, HAPPINESS, AND PLENTY.

We now came in sight of a fine river, and
passed it by a bridge of incomparable structure,
from which, on Loth sides, we discovered others
of great magnitude and beauty, connecting the
capital at varicus parts with other po.pulous
districts.

At last we entered SwaLoaL; and after being
wheeled along many mnoble streets, thronged

. w1th
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with carriages of every description and with
multitudes . on foot, as' business or pleasure
might direct them, we arrived at ‘Morven’s house,
instead of that of my young companion, where
we found every thing so well prepared for us,
that I was happy he had avoided the disgrace of
Deing traced into the wilderness by the odious
marks of a country post, when it was intended
that T should be his guest.

In the evening we had an excellent supper,
and I went carly to bed, though with very little
inclination to sleep, every mnerve having been
clectrified by his promise to attend me next day
through the haunts of fashion and delight,
which, having never been very distinctly de-
scribed, the enchantment of novelty was un-

dispclled.

CHAP-
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€HAPTER 1IV.

The Author is introduced t6 the Amusements and gaielies
of Swaloal.

Tur sun next day, though there was certainly
nothing new for him to see; had finished never-
theless full twelve hours of his diurngl course, be-
forc, as I was told, there was any thing under the
sunto be seen; and it was not, therefore, till four }n
the evening, that our horses were at the door for
our morning’s ride ;—'—-we then procecded towards
the royal park, in the filvouritc environ of the
town, and I must say, that thf: moest partial re-
membrance of England, as.we cntered it, raised
up in my mind no rival to its béautjes. *

It is several miles in circumference, and at-
onc end of & there is a Yoyal palace, surrounded
with a delighttul garden,—to botlz which splen-
did demesnes of Royalty the yhole people of

) ‘that
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that free country are indiscriminately admitted,
not only ir carriages or'on horseback, but on
foot'also.—Indeed, the distant vlieW of it had so
raiscd myedesire to see it, that nothing but its
real excellence could have saved me from the
utmost disappointment.—As we approached the
spot, Lobserved the most smooth and beautiful ex-
panse of lawn in every direction; and quite open,
except as it was bounded unscen by the general
and distant nclosure, ‘and there were tracks
winding through it, which shewed that carriages
might almost every where pass.—The whole
extent was most happily ornamented with groups
of the finest trees, dispersed in the most fasci-
nating variety, and in the full pride of all the
foliage of the year.—I could not now help ex-
pressing my surprize that not one carriage,
though 'so remarkably numerous in all other
quarters, nor any one individual mounted, or on
foot, were to be secn in any part of this ter-
restrial paradise, though our view extended
above 4 mile all around us.—My young friend
smiled at me, raying, I should very soon be

gratified
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gratified with a 's.ight within the Royal pre-
cincts, far more mviting, which would fully ac-
count for the golitude that had sm‘pr'ized me;
he added, that thefe would be but littl(: dif-
ference between being buried under the turf jn
those solitary recesses which bad filled me with
such rapture, or rolling over them in the most
costly equipage.—* N:)w, now,” said he, as we
rode onward, “ now we come to the scene of
true splendour and glelighi;."'——At this moment,
being still galloping from impatience, we turned
short round a dead wall, and the wind being
very high, my hat was suddenly beat off, and
my head entangled in what I took to be a
market-woman’s basket of flowers, but which
turned out to be ondy tlfe head-dress of a
lady that had been blown out of an open car-
riage just at the corner’we were turning.—As
soon as this wreck was cleared- awa.y.by my
friend’s assistatce, and we were preparing to
move forwmds, we were involved all at once in
a seemmgly 1mpenetrable whirlwind of dust
and gravel ' which when mixed ,with the smoke

driven
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driven down from the hoyses just above us,
would have made the blackést assemblage of
steam-engines at Blrmmgham or Wolverhampton
appear like the gayest palaces lighted up with
g1s.—Through this dismal 1ncciium, my half-
extinguished eyes (whicli so filled with earth
in England would have given me a vote for
Middlesex) could sce only by short snatches
sometimes the head of one horse and sometimes
the tail of another, with now and then part of
a carriage moving on at the pace of a funeral
procession, which my friend told me, (for I
could sce nothing farther,) extended about a
mile, but hemmed in on cack side, with pcople
riding or rather tumbling over onc another.
We were now and then stopped Dbesides by
vchicles, completcly jammed, oui of which
we could see ladics ‘discngag;ng themselves,
or at lcast fheir hcad-dresses and drapery,
loominé’, as sailors term it, t11r66g11 the mist,
and, to keep up the metanhor, flapping against
each other like sails and colours in a gale of
wind at sea.

. - My
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My ftriend, Icoh.ld now observe, was in the
highest state of emjoyment ; and his gountenance
being lighted up with'all the animation of tri-
umph, he exclaimed, with exultation—* Trrs
1s LIFE INDEED! Do you now wbénder that
those unmeaning miles of grass which enchanted
you are left to the.beasts that perish?. Good
Ileavens! how deligh;ful Is this moment!—
Why, Sir, almost all the rank, and wit, and beauty,
not only in Swaloal put in the wholc Island of
Armata, arc here condensed witltin less than
three acres of ground !—It is indeed the vgry
otto of fashion and charms of every descrip-
tion.” “ And what then, my good friend,”
said I, “avhat would signify the otto of the
most declicious perfume, if® the stopper were
kept in the bottle? and what also can be the
delight of beauty when if c'am.lot be scen, or of
wit when it cannot be heard, or of ra;lk when
all its distinctidns are buricd in darkncss and
confusion? Would not the same assemblage of
rank, wit, and beauty, if spicad out upon thosc
verdant expanses, where people. could sce and

' converse
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converse with one another, be far more ra-
'

a9
pil

tional and delightful?” ¢ Not at all,” answered
Cathmor, “ your unilerstanding js overshadowed
by the prejudices of your own country ; it is
in fashionable assemblies as in ‘'war—Zhe close
column does all the execution.—Your favourite
lawn is too extensive and distinct.—Nothing
plcases when it is‘fully' seen and understood.”
Here he added a sentence in some other lan-
guage, the meaning of which I found after-
wards to bey Omne ignotum pro magnifico ha-
betur—* There must be light and shade, my
friend, in every picture.”—* Certainly,” I re-
“ plied, but herc all is shade, and not cven a
glimmering of light.”—* Not so,” said he, in-
terrupting me, “ did you not tell me but a mo-
ment ago, that erery now and then you could
see the head of one horse and sometimes of
another, "and. parts of carriages, as the dust
swept ' magnificently along, scme entire and
some broken? What, in the name of Heaven,
would you have more? ‘Would yoﬁ see all at
once? ‘Perhaps then you would wish the women

to
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to go maked, thougl; it is the veryssecret of
love and desire, that so;nethl'ng should .alwa)'s
be conccaled and left for the imagination to
supply. Neither'do you seem to take into the .
account that, even if you had seen mothing at
all, you have still been here ; you must know
and feel that you have, and even if you had
not, and wished to have the gredlt of it, who
could contradict you?-all the devils in hell
could not deny it. For all these rdasons, my
dear friend, and for a thousand others, depend.
upon it there can be nothing in this world, nor,
without meaning to.bc prophane, perhaps in
that hereafter, so absolutely perfect, as the scene
we are now um

The remainder of my friend’s seatence, viz. the
rest of the word "‘u;nbuging,' \;vhi.ch in Swaloal,
it seems, means cnjoying, was here ’unh;,ppily
broken, by his bonds being néar]y broken also;
for at this moment he was knocked off his
horse by another, Whl(.h having thrown his

* In the language of Armata it is an aspiraYion as whh us,

and not a..letter.
F nidey
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rider had run away, t’he only living thing
within at least half-a-mile that was moving
faster than a snail.—I ‘was told indecd that a
large siim of money had been made by an un-
dertaker, when the town was healthy, or when
people had not time to die, by letting out his long-
tailed amblers for this slow procession, who
were accustomed to a pace which other horses
could not manage. My friend was not at all
hurt, and ‘with an air of the utmost satisfaction,
as I was lifting him off the ground, for nobody
¢lse could sec him for the dust and smoke, he
said to me with a smile, “ I am not sorry for
what has happened ; such things give incident
and anecdote to the panorama, and are its high
light and finish.” “ Very well,” said I, ¢ put-
ting light wholl); out of the question, any thing
certainly that finishes such a scene must be
satisfactory. Believe me I shéuld pass for a liar
or a madman if I were to say in England that I

ha(} seen all this or any thing rescmbling it.”
We new went home to dress, as he had before
promiscd
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.
promised to intn')ducq me to severa] great
ladies, who, it scems, were to be found within
their own houses once in cvery year, some of
the greatest even Twrcc—this phcnom::non, he
said, had been made known throughoyt the
whole city, by beatlng,against the doors of
all persons of condition with an immensc ham-
mer that moves upon a hinge; and that his
own gate having becnssplit a week ago, when
the proclamations were left at his house, he
thought it was a most fortunate opportunity te
present me.

.

Having heard so much of the beauty and
accomplishments of the \omen of Armata, and
this manuer of apProach to thém being so ex-
traordinary and, in point of time, so cpitical,

I confess the hours lingered  with me till mid-

night, when he $aid it might be as well to go,

as the princ.ipal lady, swho lived Desidess at
several miles distant, being a great invalid, kept
very early hours. We set out, thtrefore,” soon
after twelve, and after driving %hrough. many

FQ streess
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strects e got into a situation to me so per-
tegtly new and terrific, thatel suffered more
from fear than I thought’it manly to express;
‘an universal tumult and conflict baving taken
place,, which I of coutse considered to be a
violent sedition, if not the beginning of a revo-
lution in the government.—The carriages were
driven violently against cach other, their drivers
assaulting their opponents with the utmost fury.
T can liken it indeed to nothing but what we
icad of in our earliest histories, when the
ancient Britons used to rush to battle in their
chariots.—The contest at last became so violent
that I could no longer conceal my alarm, and
said quite plainiy to” my friend, that though
nothing was farther from my wish than to
detach him from his duty in the scrvice of his
couritry, yet that being myself an entire
stranger to Armata and its concerns, I neither
wished to take any part in its intcrnal divisions,
nor to expose my person on either side.—I en-
treated therefore to be let down without delay,
as I should take the chunce of finding out his
hnise
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house on foot. , €athmor was most highly
amused with my apprehensions, tellilg me with
a smile, and ma'nifesgy with the utmost enjoy-
ment of the disprder we were involved in, that
there was neither rehellion, nor sedition, nor
commotion ; nor any other quarrel or difference
but that which was most natyral and of nightly
occurrence, from the desire of arriving first at
sccnes of extreme interest and splendour, ad-
ding that I should sodn be convinced the plea-
surc was well worth the contest.—This declara-
tion scrved a little to compose me, and by tfie
spirit and dexterity of our coachman, who had
laid low several of his antagonists, we arrived at
a large gat;e in little more than an hour after-
wards, with only two toles through our car-
riage, which 'he said might be rcpaired at the
trifling expense of only £30°of our.money,
and he was happy to add, #hat the servant’s leg
was not broken, but was only severely bruiscd,
which a weck or two would sct to rights
in the Hospital, where he had just sent Bim.—
As we alighted, I saw him give.af large coin to

r3 our
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our coachman, who wluspexed him that seven
carriages had been broken to pieces, and that

theis contents (as he called .'them) would be well
off if they got up to the door by day-light.

I was now perfectly at my easc, expecting-of
course to be speedjly repaid for all our troubles,
as we had now reached the foot of a richly
carpeted staircase,~ brilliantly illuminated, at
the top of which and enwards I saw the head-
dresses, and sometimes even imperfect glimpses
ot the faces they adorned, but which seemed to
ask no ornament whatever. My impatience was
now extreme, from the slowness of our ad-
vance—and, on asking my friend the occasion
of it, and of the thundering noise above, as if
some public proclamation were' making—he
said it was only the announcing of a very high
lady 9 little on befare us, who had been lame
with an old rheumatism for above fifty years,
but, having seen in themewspapers.she was re-
covering, he had no doubt she would reach the
top of “the stiifcase in a quarter of an hour,

when
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when the obstruction would cease.—We found,

however, to our cost that this calcwlation was

rather sanguine, *though it is so difficult to mea-

sure time when we wish it to pass quickly, that

I shall content n;yself with saying that we ar-»
rived at last in the ddor-way of a magnificent

apartment, when I o‘ver,heard' my friend, who

was just before me, asking several persons as

they passed him to give him some general idea

of where the lady of the house was to be found,

and so impossible was it to have approached her,

wherever she might have been, that, instead of @

passage being forced by any man or woman, put-

ting all ceremony out of the question, 1 am confi-

dent, that, if we had been at the bottom of Snow-

Hill, the most furious bullock, escaping out of
Smithfield, w0uld not have made an attempt

upon the crowd "that was before us—the in-

stinctive wisdom of the brute would have pro-

tected mankind in the zemth of this folly

The heat now became excessive, and nobody
L
F4 . seemeyl
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seemed to take any notice of each other, fur-

ther than the constant repetition on every side
of “ Kee see! Keesee! Asmate! Asmate!"
which, I found afterwards, were exclamations,
.that the pressure of the crowd and the difficulty
of respiration were intolerable—My face was
now running down with siveat, as if I had been
in a vapour-bath, but without the possibility of
having recourse tp my handkerchief, both my
hands being as completely pinned down as if I
had been on my way to Newgate under a com-
mitment for murder. I will fairly own, never-
theless, that amidst all this misery I was so cap-
tivated with even the transient view of the
most exquisitely beautiful women, that I was
making a desperat'e and despairing effort for a
ncarer view of {hem, by an assault upon the
door-way into ,thé first apartment, when my
friend, {mlling me by the sleeve with one of his
hands, which with great dext'er'ity he had dis-
engaged for my relief, told me that, supposing
I could have succeeded, it was much too late,

as
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as we had five other places to go to, where
we might probabl:y see even greater heauties
than those whd had attracted mir admira-
tion. We then letlred to a small room at the
bottom of the staucase, on the steps of which
we had been detained two hours, and, whilst
our servants were engaged ig finding the car-
riage, I earnestly pressed him to return home,
and to find some other opportunity of present-
ing me to his friends.—¢ Friends of mine!” he
answered; “ Damn me! if I ever saw one
of them before to-night—nor carc if they
were all in hell.” Encouraged by this, I now
fairly owned to him'that I had not the strength
nor inclindtion to procecd any farther.—He
seemed much affected with m.y distress, saying,
at the same time, with the greatest possible
kindness, that he would most willingly give up
every satisfaction of his own for my accommo-
dation, but that it was really not in his power—
“ My sister,” he said, ‘s whom you have not yet
seen, having had the misfortune to lose her

’ mother
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mother in her infancy, from an overturn at a
horse-race, her education devolved upon my
father, who is obliged on this‘occasion to put
her under the protection'of some kind female
“friend; now it happens most unluckily that this
her Umdrumm,” (pointing to a huge woman who
stood near us,) ¢ svith avhom she might go any
where, and do any thing, being a martyr to corns,
and somebody having trod upon them, she can
accompany her no longerp and I am obliged to
take care of her myself.” This dilemma si-
lenced, of course, all further objection, more
especially when, on my speaking of another
night for the remaining parties—* Another year,
my friend, you must mean; to-night will end
them all ; and, believé me, it would be little
better than ruin"tp a young woinan, after she
was once out, 1ot to be seen EVERY WHERE ;—
peoplt would naturally say she could not have
heen asked, and that there must be some-

thing against her character.” ‘
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To all this I could only observe, that it was
inconceivable to me how a woman co'uld. possi-
bly risk her charicter by taking natural rest an
the season which .Natu’re had universally pointed
out. “ Nature,” replied my friend, “ has pointed
out no such thing—~xicur is the seasqn for
the lower world only ;—planfs of all kinds,
down to the grass we tread on, open their bo-
soms to the rising sumn, and.fold them again
in their mantles whea he sets—Animals, in
the same manner, following their brute in-
stinct, rcjoice in the light of day, and repose
until it returns; mankind also, taken in the
mass, have the same propensities—a kind of
higher instinct, for the government of those who
are to live by labour, which can only be doue
when they can sge their wgy to do it:——the
day, therefore, my good friend, s their portion
also, but NicuT was made for their surer}ors.
The stars of :iILaven shine forth only in
the dark—a% day-break» they disappear.—Nei-
ther is the want of rest, which, from a natjonal
prejudice, you are pleased to call NATURAL,

L] ’ Ll
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in any manner destructive of health and beauty ;
on the, cofitrary, I know m:;ny women of rank
who bcg;m this career at seventeen, yet who
now, at the age of six or .SCVell‘ and twenty, nay,
some cven at thirty, still rctain a considerable
share, of freshness; and, as to longevity, put-
ting looks out qf the question, I know fifty,
aye a hundred, women who are far above eighty,
and, though constantly in mobs from night to
morning, without ecver sceing the sun for
months together, nor cver desiring to sec him,
yet continue to sct death and disease at defiance.
Fashion, therefore, my dear friend, gives birth
to a species of mummy, which the Egyptians

I

you once told me of ncver knew.’
‘

Finding I had po chance of prevailing upon
the topic of skep, I now tried my chance by
suggusting, as the, truth was, that his sister’s
dress was rather disordered ; ‘submitting how
far it might be decewt that she. should any
longer appear in it; here, however, I was
equally unfortunate; my friend cxpressed the

utmest
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utmost astonishmient at this new conceit, as he
termed it—exclaiming, with his hands clasped
together, “ What mast be the condition of )"our
vulgar countrj—how happy was nly father’s
escape from it into a region of higher civiliza-
tion! You should know, Sir, if you have the
organs to understand me, that there is a pic-
turesque in art as well as in nature—in the arti-
ficial dresses of men and \\"omen, as much as
in the romantic scenery‘of the woods; and that
the flattened head-dress and torn garment, when
their gay causes become manifest, are as sub-
limely beautiful in the view of sublunary fashion
as the rocky fragment or ruined forest in the
divinc eye of philosophyy when traced back to the
universal confusion of the wosld.” I was quite
overpowered with this ]aét‘ﬂight——l was igno-
rant of the language of Armata, and therg being
nothing in out “own which could do justice to
my unconymccd submission, I could only say,
with a most profound bow, * Vous avez raison

Monsieur.”

* The
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The carriage was now called up, and, after
passing through a similar sceng of confusion,
which was, however, far less alarming when I
was acquainted with the causes; we arrived in
the street near the house we were going to,
when our coachman being, thrown off his box
after all his victorles, from the accident of a
wheel being carried away, we proceeded on
foot with lights carried before us, a ceremony
which cost me about fifty pounds of our money,
as, my clothes were entirely ruined with a mix-
ture of wax and grease from the lower stars of
the earth, which, in Swaloal, light up the re-
sorts of fashion, when the stars of heaven are
gone to bed. ‘ ]

At last we entered the protlaimed mansion,
more magnificent and crowded than the first;
but how will the reader ever rzcover from his
astonishment, when I lnform hlm, upon my
most sacred word of honour, and as I hope to
dance’ at the pext ball at Almack’s, that stand-
ing .in just suck another door-way as the iden-
' ‘tical
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tical one we had just come from, an(.l sweating
again likc a bull, with my arms piniqnetl down
as before, in a vain and fruitless approach’to
my handkerchief, I saw—may I nevgr sec an
English play or opera if I deceive the reader in
any thing—I saw the same individual mén and
women I had just before scenp and at the same
inaccessible distances, unless it had pleased
Heaven, for the punishment of a vain curiosity,
or rather as a reward for my perseverance, to
convert mc into a salamander for the night.
There is always, however, something to be
learned, and cven to be enjoyed, in this proba-
tionary world from 'cvery occurrence, however
painful. Seeing my friend and his sister ob-
viously delighted, whilst I was literally dying,
I could not help raising oy mind to the con-
templation of higher objects,” reconeiling to
mysclf that the. planets nearest the sun, and
even the sun himsclf, might be inhabited by.
beings in other respects’ like oursclves, but'with
organs suited to their atmospheres, or perhiaps to
none at all, either of which yould in a mo-

. r.nent
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ment reduce us to ashes, and‘perhaps shrivel up
like a scroll even the world which we inhabit.
I shalbnot describe the othet places we went
to, as they were all prerisely the same, except
that I was told there was at one a cclebrated
concert, which, being passionately fond of music,
I endeavoured to approach; butit being, it seems,
a kind of mongrel, between a public subscription
and a private party, all access to be within
distinct hearing was impossible.—I was in the
outermost room, which being open to the air of
the passages, I felt mysclf just able to breathe,
but could not possibly imagine how animal life
could be sustained in those within, from whence
theie issued sounds so beautifully plaintive, that
I began to think thie story of Orpheus was not
fabulous, and that he was still at the gates of
hell to bring back nis Eurydice to the upper
world.

We were now on the top of the staircase,
(indeed we had never got any farther,) and in
a state
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a state of the utmodt impatience, as our tarriage
being broken, we had places in ancther that
stopped the way, when we were detained for
half an hour by ah accident too ludicrdus to be
passed over.—The old woman, whom we had
been stopped by at the first house going up stairs,
was now just hefore us going down, and before
she had limped half way to the street, our
coachman was obliged to drive off, and we had

near a quarter of a mile to walk to it in the dark,

Not wishing to distress my friend any fur-
ther, who was always devoted to oblige me, nor
ignorantly perhaps to interfere with his sister’s
advancement in the world, I saffered myself to
be still carricd ouward, from house to house, until
the sun, so odious to fashion, most rudcly broke

-

in upon us. ,
.o
On my return home, I had, for the first time
in my life, an opportunity of comparing the
effect of fatigue from useful labour,, or cheerful
recreation, with the lassjtude arisng from such
e a night
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a night.as I had spent.—Instcad of peacetul and
refreshing slumbers, the blessed refuge from
painful recollections, whilst the body is wind-
ing up into recruited strength, I tossed and
tumbled in my bed, with shattered nerves, and
a fever which consumed me; with images
brought into view neither by waking remem-
brance, nor the offspring of sleep, but partaking
distractedly of both; perplexing the mind with
hideous phantoms in their pursuit. One distinct
consoling thought only preponderated— the

5

sweet remembrance of my own dcar country.

It can hardly have escaped the observation of
the reader, that in the course of lifé I havec been
describing, the Armatans could have no natural
enjoyment of the summer, ror see much of the
light of day.—Yet to assert that nature herself
might be infected with this inyersion, or affronted
by such neglect, would, in this age of philo-
sophy, be a hazardous proposition—but there
can be no hazard whatever in stating a fact: if
you hatch thg eggs of a hen for three genera-

tions,
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tions, by the heat of a fire instead of by the
parent’s incubation, that animal instinct becomes
lost for ever in the race so matured, though ‘all
the other characteristics of the species are conti-
nued : but why or whergfore nobody can tell.—
Just so, and without meddling with any theory,
I have only to relate, that during the whole
time I was in Swaloal I scldom saw the sun,
nor was it to be scen any where else in Armata
throughout the diurnal sphere ; their summers
had entirely taken their leave, and gonc over to
the winter months, which were mild and dc-.
lightful—Pheebus rejoicing in the sky till the
return of spring, when he appeared, as I was
told, with a P P C upon his disk.—1I need
hardly say, that the harvests suffered grievously
by this inauspicious transition; but the artificial
system of Swaloal went on just the sanre—Art
every where supplied the place of nature, “and
even excelled her in her happiest days:—the
tables of the*wcalthy wére covered with a pro-
fusion of the choicest fruits, and a coupfe of
hundred chickens were often seen,upon a single

G2 board ;
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board ; but whether brought up by fire or by
incubation I did not venture to inquire; though
I suppose that even a hen would have been

laughed at for being at home upon her nest.

Disgusted with the prepostcrous scenes 1
have been describing, I now earnestly pressed
Cathmor to exert all his inflaence for my in-
troduction into domestic life, that I might by
degrees acquire the language of Armata, and
become acquainted with her unadultcrated man-
ners ; as I could not believe that a people who
had so preeminently risen to be a proud example
to all nations in a highly civilized world, could
have no discourse for one another, but that it
was hot to suffocation, nor any means of form-
ing societics, but by treadtag and trampling
upon one another. My rcquest was speedily
granted; but I little thought.at what price I
was to purchase the pleasure I sighed for.

Tb give me the entré I asked for, Cathmor
introduced me to the fair Morvina, his sister,

whom
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whom I had never seen but on the crowded
staircases, the only situations in whiclf. she could
be looked at witl safety.—I shall not attempt
to describe her.—It was now indeed beyond
conjecture that Milton must have been ship- *
wrecked here, before hie had his blindness to
lament.—In no other region cquld the image of
female beauty have suggested the description of
our first woman, whose likenass, indeed, shone
every where around me ip Armata; and, with-
out meaning any affront to Adam, scemed to be

improved by some crossing in the breed. .

Morvina had been taught our language by
her grandfather and father, ansl spoke it in per-
fection; but though, from the first moment I
saw her, I wasd overpowered by the charms of
her person, yet I little feared any lasting im-
pression, from a being so vajn and so frivélous
as of course I ex})::cted to find her.—How much |

I was deceived in her will appear hereafteras

¢3 CHAP-
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CHAPTER V.
The Author is introduced into the private Societies of the Capital.

I was now invited to a private dinner of only
twelve covers, angd remained during the evening,
with a party more numerous though select.—The
company at both were persons of distinction,
most of whom I recogtised as having been in
the mobs I had passcd through, and from whom,
on that account, I expected also but little that
could amusec me;—but although much is lost
when a foreigner can only collect what passcs
through interpretation, yet the conversation was
most interesting and dclightful.—Indeed, the
WIHOLE SCENE, in perfect good manners, in
vivacity, and useful information, surpassed what
I had ever seen in Europe, many parts of which
I had visited in my youth; I can bring of course
but a small part of it before the render.

The conversation, as might be expccted, took

its
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its rise, on their parts, from the extraordinary
circumstance of secing among them, a$ a familiar
guest, the inhabitant of an unknown \;/orl(l; and
on my part, in E'ema)fks upon customs so very
unaccountable, and differing so entirely froms
our own. There was ‘great restraint ang diffi-
culty in the outsct, but, Moryina, having un-
dertaken the office of interpretess, I ventured,
after a few glasses of cxcellent wine, to ask this
question, which, from quriosity or politencss,
sccmed to engage very general attention:
L ]
“ With the means and faculties for such plea-
sant and rational society as I am now enjoying,
why, may’ I ask, are hcalth and enjoyment
sacrificed to tumultuous’and .unmcaning asscm-
blies, which seem to form the grand business of

all the rank and opulence of your great city "

The fair intc.rf)rctcss, after having, no doubt,
preposed my question, and conversed for,some
time with thosec who were to resolvc it, npw ad-
dressed me in English, nearly as follows :—

G 4 « Altho'ugh,
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“ Although, Sir, it may not always be casy to
reconcile seme particular custbms, amongst the
most civilized nations, with their general man-
ners and character, yet I am charged to deliver
our opinion, that they will be found, in most
nstances, to have had some reasonable begin-
nings, though, from change of circunistances,
they may appear to strangers ridiculous, or cven
offensive.—The nopility, and those amongst us
of consideration and respeet, do not consist now,
as in old times, of a very few persons elevated
to rank by the personal choice of the sovercign,
or from having attended his person in courts or
in Dbattle, but of many others, rising to emi-
nence in the various ways by which Superiority
and distinction may Ve arrived at in a free
country—Dby cloquencc and know;uln'c of bu-
siness in the superlol councx]s of the state, or
by ablhty and learning in the courts of justice—
by great and splendid ‘achievements in naval or
military warfare, or haying been ¢ngaged in
aseful and perilous service—by the great in-
Huence- derived from the possession of great

landed
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landed property, when in the hands of consi-
derable men who have preserved andl éddcd to
their inheritances’ from their fathers, .instead,of
dissipating them by négligence or cxcess, or by
great pcrsonal fortunes acquired in trade, a
source of wealth by no means to be held lightly
in a nation which, without i{s commerce and
manufactures, must instantly be overthrown.—
There are others besides, who, shough not falling
within any of those elagses, are justly distin-
guished by science or by the liberal arts, and
many morce by general good manners and tas
lents for conversation, having visible means to
take their places in cultivated and expensive
life.—All these orders, when assembled toge-
ther in our capital, are nﬁtural.ly drawn towards
cach other, and (}istinctim}s, of any new kind,
much more erclusions, would be invi:lious.———
Equariry, properly understood, is an useful,
ennobling prin(,?i}:lc, and nothing has more con-
tributed to, the stability of this ancient, and
powerful kingdom than the innumerable shades
in which all her pcople are blendefl.—Our com-

.mulﬁty
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munity is likc a-changing coloured silk—the
cye can, pefceive that there are different colours,
buf cannot distinctly trace where any one of
them cuds or another beg:ins.—But this is not
rall—if the imperial sway of this small island
were gircumscribed, as in old times, by the sca
which surrounds ’it, even all those multitudes
might form one society without the crowds you
complain of ; but.you have not considered, nor
perhaps even know, thetalmost boundless ex-
tent of our dominion :—the remotest and most
ropulous nations are our subjects—they all gra-
vitate towards Armata—and, when brought
within our vortex, a ncw grdvitation commences,
and our capital becomes the centre of attrac-
tion.—A society S0 widely extended must al-
ways have been rapidly increasing,’ and could not
in the end be conveniently brought together—
but greater inconvenience would attend separa-
tions.—QOur numerous classes, .l(')ng accustomed
to associate with good humour awd kindness,
might view each other with malignity and
envy—the bundle of arrows, an ancient em-
| . ' blem
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blem of our natiop, would be defaced, and the
metropolis, where our duties compel’ug.to con-
gregate, instead’ of being perhaps too alluring,
would become ?diou.s from defamation, conten-

tion and distrust.

“ There are other advaytages besides, to
countervail defects so new to you.—Connexions
formed here pervade the whole country, and
the influence of the great and opulent, giving
fashion to their inferiors, makes friends of many
who otherwise might be jealous and adverse,
binding them all together as it were by innume-
rable threads of silk, nothing in effect when
single, but stronger than bars of iron when
combined.—A state of s’ociet‘y so accidental and
anomalous mfust, after all, Jfiom the most ob-
vious causes be imperfect—but stcontributes, not
a little to make thc manpers of our country
what they aré., ‘and which we flatter ourselves
are better than any other.”

Although this defence of tht follics I had
witnéssed
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witnessed could from other lips have made no
impression,” yet it was delivered with so much
grace that I felt myself for the moment almost
convinced ; and it was rather to hear again the
sweet accents of Morvina, than from any hope
of prevailing with so prejudiced an audicnce,

that I asked her to make ¢his reply : —

“To avrrL that has been said 1 not only fully
assent, but am delighted with the wise policy
which unites the higher orders of your people,
whose union connects the rest; and, if there
were no better means of securing that friendly
intercourse which you have so happily described,
I should be the advocate of all I have con-
demnced.—The worst vices are gencrated in soli-
tude, and the safety of public morals may be
perfectly reconciled with all the pleasures which
the law allows in this great city.—It would be
impious indeed to bclieve that God had given
faculties to multiply our satisfactions, yet that
his gifts were only for our temptation, and
could not be vnjoyed without sin:—but have

you
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you not various ‘public places of fashionable
resort, whose rules are at your comma.nd, and
which you might multiply without end, mak.ing
them as select or general as what you call as-
semblics, though they cannot be convened >—
It would be useful besides, for the cnco’urage-
ment of arts and manu.f'actufes, that such finc
buildings should be erected in your city, and
become rivals in taste and splendoul ; where
dress might be seen in all its magnificence and
beauty in all its lustre—where, unsubducd by
unrespirable air, the worst of all oppressions,
the mind as well as the body would be free,
and amusegents, whatever were their descrip-
tion, be enjoyed with gomfdrt.—When I re-
commend such improvements ¢he women surely
must be on my Side, for ‘it’is in such scenes
that their most powerful impre;sions Would be
made; but N:xvER, NEVER, in the haunts where
even you, divine mter}nctcse could be scen’
without cmotlon—why then, but from the fonce
of truth, shquld 1 have reviled the sanctual‘y
that saved me?—Woyld to God I hdd never

- left
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leftit! I scarcely know what I am saying—but
[
happity our language is to ourselves.”

.
L}

Morvina was very young and not prepared
“for this—she changed and re-changed colour;
she 2dlf looked at me but withdrew her eyes,
and half looked 4t me ‘again.—She was the first
woman I bhad seen so closely in this ozher
world, and I found her to be like all our own.
She was not at all offefided—no woman is ever
offended at being admired, nor ought to be—
we are irresistibly drawn towards onc another
by unknown sympathies, but which, like other
mysterics of nature, may pclhaps one day or
another be understood.

If the fair Morvina had been :)bliged in the
instant to resuthe her interpretation, our embar-
rassment might have been obsgryed, but her gay
brother relieved us by interposing (as he thought)
a fatal objection to public places a§ substitutes
for the private mobs. They might do well
enough *he sax;], “ once a fortnight, or even once

| a week,
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a wceek, but thatroftener they would become
C 3¢ (whichtranslated would signi.f y BORES:)
¢ and what, in the nampe of God, was to becofne
of people all the rest of theweek ?—W cre they to
be shut up in their own houses by themselves 7—
This was a scheme quite impracticable, the af-
fairs of many persons requiring insurances upon
their lives, which could be done at no premium
if such risques were to be rud as being at home
alone.”—1I was thrown out at first by this remark,
but T found afterwards that suicide was not
often cxcepted in their policies on lives as by
all of ours in England.—The whole objection,
however, was soon 1:cplied to and put down by
a very fine young woman, ,who said, “ that
though it might be difficult to answer the ob-
jection, she k;ww, personally, “it had been car-
ried too far, having been at home herself two

nights following,, only three years before, but

8y
that by taking a few mnervous draughts and-
going to thre balls every night for a fortdight
afterwards, she got well in less than a md‘nth."

This was quite deczswe, and as | now saw that
.my
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my opikign in favour of pPublic places was
beginning“to gain ground, I desired Morvina to
add for me, that we had them in the highest
.perfection in London, to the utter extinction of
that itinerant mendicart dissipation, begging
nightl; at private houses for the smallest mor-
sels of entertaimnient in every nook and corner
of the town.

I was the friend, I"sa‘id, of universal hospi-
tality.—I wished to sce in the spacious apart-
ments of the great the most splendid festivals,
and that even the most privatc houses should
often resound with music, gaicty, apd mirth.—
I objected only to thase cruel experiments on
animal life in ovgr-crowded parties, which, after
all, could be ou.t-do'nt by the &ir-pumps of every
chemjst in the very same streets, but who, by
the bye, would be disgraced by such practices

even upon frogs or mice.

He.i;c the discussion ended—
I was
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I was the more surprized at this stPat;ge per-
version of taste, ahd abandonment of ail comfort,
when I was afterwards introduced into their
private socicties, which were cvery where de-
lightful.—I forbear to dwell upon them, .lest I
should scem to be casting intg the shade cven
English accomplishments and beauty.—I shall
content myself therefore with saying, that
almost every woman } saw when drawn out
from the confused masses where I had seen
them before, or rather not seen them, appeared®
like the sun himself when emerged from clouds
that had obscured him.—From the great carve,
even from mfancy, of their hair, their teeth,
their complexions, and their whole persons,
beauty had almost .ccased to be a distinction,
and when I afterwards became acquainted with
the language, I found them so amiable in their
dispositions, and'"c.aptivating in their manners,
so delightful {n conversation, so highly accem-
plished, so well instructed in all useful know-
ledge, and so domestic in the midst of gll’urc-

H* ' ments
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ments all around them, that had my heart been
disengagéd, it must have been°at a loss where to
fix.—Most of them indeed when in youth,
“ might have lain by an Emperor's side to com-
“mavd him tasks.”—And as to those who had
passed that prime season, I found them also,
upon acquaintar;ce, to be just what the wisest
of us in England would wish to see in the
dearest of our kindred or our friends—I met
with very few who were debauched in their
» principles, or disqualified by habits of dissipation
for the offices of domestic life; they knew all
that women ought to know ; they spoke of the
scenes they mixed in very much as I have done
myself, and presﬁervetf in the midst of them, the
same moral fee.mgs, the same affection for their
famxlles, and.the same attention to their duties,
that the simplest times ever knew.

Tt often brought tp my mind, the words of
Solomon, most usefully corrective of a very
gentral disposition to find fault with the age in
) ' which
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which we live :— Say not you thatsthe former
‘ times were better than these, you have pot
¢ considered wisely of this.’

Let me hope that this sincere and affectionate
tribute to the women of Armata may induce
them (when our worlds shalf be open to each
other hereafter) to forgive the ridicule I have
cast, perhaps too fre(;ly., upon the prevailing
fashions of the day.—My ouly object was to
discountenance a system which destroys theis
health, cuts short the fleeting period of their
beauty, conceals it.from universal attraction,
and alarms the prudent when admiration is
ripening into love.

I was now introduced e\;el.'y where, and was
confirmed in my opinion that their domestic
socicty would have been perfect, if it could
have been enjoyed undisturbed; but from'
feverish hab;ts the most agreeable people.were
always running off to join the tumults of the

night—It reminded me of our parties upon the
na2 Thames,
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Thames, when after we are all comfortably
seated and enjoying ourselves 'together, we are
suddenly obliged to land again, whilst the boat
<is shooting London-bridge.—7This only draw-
back to complete satisfiction would be at once
removed by the substitution of public places, at
reasonable intervals, for the endless and toilsome
system I have desgribed.

L]
¢

On making this remark to Morven, who was
aow again my companion, he said, he would
carry me next day beyond the vortex which
involved us; and after a drive through the park
I have described and only half-a-mife beyond it,
we arrived at a palace*of singular architecture,
the abode of d-stmgulshed mer of old, but
which had lost.none of its lustre in its present
possessor.-—We passed through an antique gal-
lery enriched with the learnln’g of ages in a
magniticent collection of books, and there was
a calmness in the whole scene ﬁom the com-
posing shadows cast all around us by the loftiest
trees.—The ndble host and hostess now received

< ' s,
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ws, when the soleln character of the place on a
sudden seemed to change and to smile upon us
with the warm light of hospitality and kindness.
—I was charm?d, o.n further acquaintance, to
see in the same man an assemblage of qualities’
very rarcly united—universal knowledge with
the simplicity of an infant’s mind ; the proudest
public spirit with the gentlest complacency ;
and a vehement Fox-like public eloquence with
the most uninterrupted.playfulness and gaiety
in private life.—The table, which was the same
throughout the year, abounded with a rich and
equal repast for mind and body, being the con-
stant resort of the’ most eminent and accom-
plished perSons. I was struck with the contrast
of finding myself, upon the v;ry margin of such
an immense tity, amidst dgrk groves and gay
flowering shrubberies resounding with_the wild
notes of the thrush and blackbird, and the song
of the nightinéaie amongst the rest, who though
he followed the fashion in keeping late hours,
very wisely spent them in the woods.

H3 * T remained



¢ 102 )

- T remained till it was near {morning, and as
the conversation became warm upon the in-
teresting subject of Armatan freedom—1I almost
thought I heard the m;ljestig commanding
voice of Grey, enlightening our minds and
compeking our conviction—the clear and ner-
vous persuasion of Lansdowne—the dexterous
pith and keen argumentative wit of Tierney
—the comprehensive and splendid energy of
Brougham —the purc .antd learned eloquence
of Mackintosh—and all Scotland personified
il the able, acute, powerful, unrelenting de-
mand of Lauderdale upon our well-earned assent
to what he said.—Nor can I thus call to mind
a scene both as to time and place ‘so distant,
without reflecting upo'n the Pleasures of Me-
mory and the delightful talents of ‘the author.

Wlhen I afterwards visited the public places
for conversation and dancing, all my objections
to their mistaken notioas of amuscment were
confirmed.—Some of them, by a well-regulated

selection,
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selection, embrace}l every advantage of private
circles, and all the splendour of nuthergus as-
semblies; a syst'em that if encouraéed under
the patronage of rank'and opulence, which lead
fashions in all countries, would soon extinguish
the minor dissipations, and when improved by
the erection of buildings,in thg highest perfec-
tion of architecture and sculpture, would be-
come a great feature in the.eyes of strangers
visiting, like myself, this,ancient and illustrious
city.
.
In nations depending for their wealth and
greatness upon arts and manufactures it is
the grossest mistake to imagine that mat-
ters of this kind are ind{fferent—They are, on
the contrary; of high importance. —Folly
only declaims a.gainst the luxuries of the
wealthy, because it is too s.hort-sighte.d to see
that they relicve the necessities of the poor.
Nothing igpoverishes.a people but what is
taken, without measure, by governments, from
the common stock ; all other expénses, wise or

*H 4 ' unwise
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unwise in the individuals, sogn return to it, ahd
are sourcés of universal wealth. If London,
which God avert! should deciine in after-ages,
and be visited like Rome in her declension, I
would rather that the remains should be seen
of anjmmense edifice where the sons and daugh-
ters of England had rgjoiced in the meridian of
her glory, than the ruins of a disgusting Coli-
seum for the savage combats of wild beasts.

e
“

I caunot, perhaps, find a better place for illus-
<rating the striking effects of public assemblies
in apartments erected for the purpose, where
every art is exerted to give splendour to the
scene, than in what I saw at an entertainment
of the Chief Mag'istrat‘e of that great city.

We entered 2 m;gniﬁcent ilall, but which, in-
stead of being lighted up, was in such a state
of darkness that we could scarcely discern one
another.—I was on the point of ipquiring the
causeg, of this, when in a second, and without a
hand ‘being Stretched forth, I found myself in

: the
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the centre of a ‘ranscendant blaze of light,
brighter than if all the whales in the South Seas
and Greenland had been melted down into il
and set fire to at my feet.—I am almost afraid
to express the similitude it suggested, and the
sensation it produced ; though it canuotsurely
be prophane to feel the power pf the Creator in
the inventive faculties of his creatures—it ex-
alted my mind to contemplate the astonishing
effect of the divine word upon the universe
throughout its boundless extent, when God
said—LET THERE BE LIGHT, AND THERE WAS

LIGHT.

Whether this grand discovery can be brought
into all the uses of man, is what I had neither
skill nor leisure to examine.  *

I was next shewn how well they knew what
concerts ought fo' be.—Music of every descrip-
tion seemed to have reaghed perfection, angd its
characters were as various, as the nations qf its
authors were different. In the sdfter (Elimates

*it
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it is soft and voluptuous, éxpressive, beyond
descriptiof, of the passions, and the language
of.the pet;ple most happily accords with it. In
other countries, where the inhabitants are more
robust and intellectual, their music is corre-
spondent, being animated and intensely vigo-
rous, lifting the mind to Heaven when devotion
is to be impressed, rousing it to battle when
martial ardour is to be excited, and electrifying
the whole frame of man by the endless measures
of harmonious combination. Armata herself,
¢hough at the head of her world, was #here,
perhaps, not pre-eminent, but her wealth and
her commanding station collected in her capital
all vocal and instrumental talents, laving other
countries, compa'rativély, WITHOUT CHORD OR

VOICE.

Bcin'g totally illiterate in music, though
charmed by it even to raptt;ré, I can say no
morg of it than that I sometimes imagined
Hanglel himself to have been at the organ, with
the Messiah spread out before him; and some-

times
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times as if Mozart,' and Haydn, and Paesiello
having charmed the sentinels of anothtr ‘world,
had come back agdin from the dead. .

I could have wished their grand theatre had
Deen less extensive, but as it was a mjxed
amusement of spectacle, conversation, and
music, there was the advantage of meeting
every body, without the probable disappoint-
ment of missing the very people we might the
most wish to sece.—Lct this theatre therefore
stand without rival or critic, or Lord Chamber-
lains, to disturb it; but let no apology be
offered for the absurd magnitude of their play-

houses, which'I afterwards visited.

The first T went to was quite as large as our
Covent Garden or .Drury I:ane, «a very great
defect.—I sat in that part of the house the mrost
resembling our pi’t.or front boxes, though the
construction seemed to bs different, and bejng
placed as it were in the centre of vision, gnd

looking
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looking above, below, and all around me, I was
deligh'tefi to see such an immense number of
well-dressed happy people, of various classes and
conditions ; but all of them obvious parts of a
well-adjusted harmonious whoLe. There was
no tamult or disorder, which I was told almost
never took place but when something was radi-
cally wrong. As the play advanced, I became
more sensible that the golden mean of magni-
tude had been tranggessed in the formation of
the house, because, though my imperfect ac-
quaintance with the language rendered it difhi-
cult to take a just measure of such a defect,
yet I was convinced that the more distant parts
of the audience were often dishppointed, by
their repeated calls ‘for that degree of silence
which in an extensive theatre it is impossible to
command.—The scenes were beautifully painted,
equal n effect to our finest panoramas, the
dresses rich and appropriate, ‘and the performers,
as far as I could form a judgment of their ta-
lents, were highly accomplished in their art,

but
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‘but there was the same manifest imperfection as
in our theatres, which are much too‘large for

the enjoyment of exquisite acting.

It is not sufficient that we can see distinctly
the persons of our actors, or hear their vc;iccs,
however clearly, when raised to their ordinary
pitch—we ought'to be near enough to mark
the effect of the passions, even in the most fu-
gitive changes of cxpressic;n, which cannot pos-
sibly be within the reach of the bulk of a Lon-
don audicnce. —If this is once felt by the
most accomplished actor, if he cannot but
observe that he falls short in extending the deli-
cate touches of his art throughout so wide a
circle, he inevitably acquires the habit of mark-
ing them more strikingly thin Nature dictates,
which totally destroys their effect-—But this,im-
perfection, when Vision only becomes indistinct
from dlstance, is much more destructive of fine
acting if the most mward woice of the actor fal]s
short of reaching the ear.—Almostall the ﬁnest
parts of tragedy or comedy mustsbe finished 4n

toncs
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tones so subdued, so transient, and so delicately
expre.ssit'e, that to extend the voice in them
would annihilate the seene, and the very con-
sciousness that its extcnsiort is necessary, dis-
turbs and baulks the actor in the noblest exer-
tlons and by sympathy, even in the most re-
fined couceptlons of his art. If this great er-
ror shall remain uncorrected, acting will not
only be retrogra:ie, but a taste so vicious will be
created by it, that if in another age our Gar-
rick, and Siddoas, and Kemble, were to re-ap-
pear amongst us, their talents might be eclipsed
by the mere speaking trumpets of the stage.
.

Another caust hasilong perhaps obstructed a
more continued succession of superior actors,
but, which, from'the improved manners and
genius ‘of ma;1y of them, both dead and living,
has been for some time insensibly wearing away—
I mean the estimation in which the stage has
been regarded. To secure for it a‘perpetual and
still',increasing lustre, the road should be open, as
in other profissions, to the most liberal consi-
‘ . deration,
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deration, though not to the highess ‘distinc.
tions—nothing else can invite its profes.sors to
learned and polished educations; without whiéh,
in the superior branches of acting, there can be
no brilliant succession.~—We might have self-
taught genius even from the desert, but the
ordinary soil of nature must De highly dressed
to be eminently productive, and its culture must
be encouraged by the prices: of the harvest.
This truth is constantly e.xemp]iﬁed in the Lon-
don theatres—we have many clowns and buf-
foons, and lower characters, most admirably re-
presented, because, without at all undervaluing
the talents such imitations call for, the most
uneducated may excel n them, nay perhaps
even excel the most; but, to fill the higher parts of
tragedy, where the'great, the’w'lse,.and theaccom-
plished, have often to speak in the stately’measure
of sublime poetry, or, as in"genteel comedy, in
the ]auguage of the h:gh and fashionable world, -
classical taste and high breeding are mdxspensa—
ble, and which no genius can imitate, chausc

manners must be insensibly werked into the
habit
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habit by &be same means that many have ac-
quired. them who have acquired nothing else;
and because, although they are nothing when
compared with more exalted dualifications, yet
people of all descriptions must be conciliated in
the language they havc been accustomed to
hear, and their feelmgs prepossessed by the same

kind of address which wins them in ordinary
life.

, To Dring the stage, therefore, in England,

and indeed every where else, to its proper bear-

ings, its professors must be cherished and re.
spected.

Transcendant, plays, though avowedly writs
ten for public e'xhiBii:ion, and which if confined to
the closet would lose their highest lustre, are
justly ranked amongst the nobfest exertions of
human genius; their authors when living have
been‘objects of universal admiration, and their
fame. has becomc immortal;—why then should
not actors, without whose aids they are compa-

e . rativ efy
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ratively nothing, be trained up in corregponding
acquirements, and rewarded by similar applause?

As I had complajned so much of neither see-
ing nor hearing as I wished, Morven, who was
now again my companion, carried me the next
day to an apartment near'the stage where all
these defects were removed.—1I was presented to
the proprietor, who said there were all kind of
refreshments at my commdnd ; he was an old
man of the most interesting aspect, and there
was something in his manners far beyond fashion
in the benignity of his whole deportment.—
When the play was ove;, he said he would carry
me to some favourite music,at apother theatre,
where I found, to my surprize, the samc accom-
modation ; servants in waiting, and carriages to
attend us to our houses, or wherever wechose
to go: I accepted one of them, and, as we
passed to 3 distant quarter, Morven said to me,
« That extraordinary person, whose acquaintante
you have just made, is one of the rlchest men
in Armata, but differing from many others | in |

- the
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the wholg character of his mind and temper.—
How often do we sec the most,opulent, either im-
I;rovidently wasting their fortunes, or sacrificing
every satisfaction to increase them! and even in
the absence of such.insane propensities, how
freq.ucntly do we find them entangled through-
out their whol€ lives by senseless fashions and
opinions, unconnected with either happiness or
virtue, and dropping at last into their graves,
weighed down by accumulated wealth, without
having either enjoyed it themselves or adminis-
tered it to the support of others !—Of all this
he is the very reverse; though most intelligent
in every branch of busin'ess, and most carefully
precise in all its multiplied concerns, he is so
entirely removed from all thought of them when
with his family ard his friends, that you could
not possibly discover he had ever spent an
hour in such pursuits, and his vast fortune rolls
on more rapidly, whilst he is spreading it abroad
with a liberal hand for all the uses which make
its possessipn a blessing and a trust.” It brought
«to my ming the true but singular saying of

Solomon—-
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Solomon —* There is that scatterath’ yet in-
“ creaseth ; and dhere is that withholdeth more
¢ than enough, yet it~ tendeth to poverty.’

I thought I had now exhausted all the social
satisfactions of this great city, when a new
world suddenly burst up;m me through my in-
troduction to many philosophical and literary
institutions, of some of which T was even ad-
mitted a member.—In scicnce, they said, there
were no aliens; and it was happily remarked in
one of them, by a stranger from a distant
country, that as many charitable foundations of
the capital rejecting local qualifications, ex-
tended their benevolence to all who were in dis-
tress, so her philosophical bodies would be al-
ways ready to embrace the Whole intellectual
world. Nothing indeed ever interested me so
highly as to see,.every where throughout Armata,
the vigorous and capacious mind of man, cast-
ing off all the fetters and entanglements which
impede it in the search after truth, vindicéting

18 . - the



( 116 )

the belief*that we are formed after the image of
God.

. By her astronomers, I was brought to a nearer
and astonishing view of. the remotest planets,
and her naturalists amused me with the curio-
sitics of their own’j tracing not only the families
of all animals, but of plants, down to the grasses
we tread upon, in the sexual intercourscs of their
tribes: whilst others again, with a skill which
seemed more like magic than ordinary science,
were exploring the hitherto latent characteris-
tics of inanimate matter, till all the strata of their
globe were laid out before ‘me, and their struc-
tures as clearly explajned as if they had been
the work of human hands.

To examine the wonders which chemistry
and mechanics hack accomplished amongst them
would almost demand the skill that gave them
birth.—They had discovered a powtr I am quite
unali!e to describe, which, though when left at

large
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large insensibly mixes itself with the air, and
scarcely lifts a feather in its ascent, Woiﬂd, when
imprisoncd, unhinge a world for its freedom. —
Over this subtle and almost omnipotent agent
they had gaineci a complete dominion, and, by’
a limited and wisely adjusted compression, to
give it a safe direction, had qbtained a momen-
tum for their most ponderous engines, which
neither wind nor water, nor. any combinations

of matter could have prpduced.

May not politicians take a lesson from this®
May they not learn from it that there is a re-
straint of liberty, which cannot safely be im-
posed ; an@ that man must finally be free to the
extent at least which Haven has appointed for
his happmess""——lee the conétructors of those
powerful engmes, they may give health and
vigour to their governments by the honest and
judicious restfaints of a liberal system of laws,
but, if they transgress, that just and necessary
dominion, human nature, like the natural ele-

13 * sments



( 18 ) .
ments I have spoken of, will open a passage for
itself till the invaded equilibrium is restored.

In all the other branches of knowledge I
found this highly favoured istaind as eminently
exalted ; and, on looking into the best accounts
of other countries, which were as nothing in
the scale, I should have wondered at the phe-
nomenon of her wisdom and greatncss, were it
not clear, that when Providence appoints a na-
tion for extraordinary duties, she must be fur-
nished with the means to fulfil them.—The lower
world is left to the guidance of various in-
stincts, which are sufficient for the parts to be
sustained, and animals, from age to age, are there-
fore every where the sanfe; but MAN has a nobler
office, and is gifted according to the work which
is in hand.—This was my clue'to the biography
of Armata—and I thought I saw, in a long and
shadowy train before me, the*martyrs to her
pure religion—her patriots expiring on the
scaﬂ‘ol}l and in the field for her laws and

. . liberties—
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liberties—her wise men deliberating in councils
and courts of justice—her historians recording
her virtues for uhiversal examp]e—hér poets
enshrining them in imiortal numbers—-and a
host of heroes défénding her against an en-
vious world. Establishments of charity yere
numerous, but though admirable alike in their
objects and administrations, 1 pass them by
altogether as not within the scope of my re-
marks.—When the twin-worlds shall become as
open hereafter as the continents of our own are
to each other, every hospital in Armata will be
as well known in London as St. Luke’s or Bride-
well, and I should he sorry to see the fittle
pocket-books » of the year made up by a
piracy of my work :—I hawve selected therefore
for my objects .matters that arg beyond their

&

reach.

14 CHAP-»
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CHAPTER VI.

The Author’s Remarks upon the Laws and Religion of Armata,
and upon the Police of ¢he Capital.

I now became anxiolis to be acquainted with
the general character of the Armatan laws,
which had acquired amongst strangers from all
natious an unexampled reputation ; and I had
not long been engaged in this interesting in-
quiry, before 1 could see distinctly the cause of
her progressive prosperity through so many ages,
whilst other governments had been swept away
in the storms of revolution. I deeply lament
that my acquaintance with the language, though
now amply sufficientt for the common purposes
of a traveller, wyas still too imperfect for the in-
vestigation of so difficult 4 subject ; and that
neither'my education, nor the habits of my life
in my own country, enabled me duly to com-
prehend the information I received from the
most accomplished lawyers to whom I had the
adv;)ntage «f being introduced. I shall there-
fure be very short—all details indeed, had I been

competent
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competent to embrace them, would have been
beside my purpose. .
,

The legal constitution of Armata is of a
most singular character; its principal maxims,*
and even its minutest forms, having come down
from a high antiquity, and acquired from thence
a claim to reverence and attachment which the
wisest institutions very seldom obtain, when
men have seer their begipnings and have known
their authors however wise.—The more ancient
of her laws are unequalled for their clearness
and precision, an excellence which may have
arisen from their having been in a manner con-
quered by sher people from their oppressors,
which made it necessary to secure indelibly
the land-marks of popular independence; and
the same state of society produced other cha-
racteristics of her jurisprudence, which remain

. ' - ' .
to this hour, and promise to be immortal.

The necessity of the utmost clearness ip the
records of customs and in the*language of
statutes, inculcated a-corresportding strictness

In
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in the judicial administration, so as, in some
instances, ven to produce injustice; an imper-
fection, however, not complaihed of by those
who were capable of weighing the advantages:
by which such rare evils are®counterbalanced.
But ne precision in the records of customs mnor
in the enactments of, statutes, though main-
tained in judicial administration by a corre-
sponding strictness, could have secured the liber-
ties of Armata, without the GraND PECU-
LIARITY THAT HER LAWS ARE ADMINISTERED
vy HER PEOPLE.—The rigid adherence to this
popular jurisdiction, together with its correct
limitation, are most striking énstances of wisdom;
as it was to be feared that when this snly security
had been adopted agdinst thc abuses of fixed
magistracy it might have been carried too far,
and that neitheg pro[;erty nor liberty could have
been «supported, when there was no fixed depo-
sitary of the rules which maintained them.
. . .

It requires the precision of a lawyer to handle
this sebject, and I am almost afraid to touch it,
thdugh the pridciple seems to be simple.

. ‘ J The
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The rules which ‘govern property of every
description through all its transmissidns, . and
which prescribe tlle forms of legal remedics,
when it is invaded, cahnot be left to the un-
settled judgments of the most enlightened peo-
ple, without bringing thé utmost uncertainty
upon all inheritances and, titleg.—Z7%ese must
always bc the subjects of written codes, or
recorded decisions, which learging alone can
treasure up and apply.—The rights of indivi-
duals also, and their vindications when violated,
must upon the same principles be positively de-
Jfined; else no man could know what were
his privileges, or in what manner to assert them.
The people of» Armata, from the very earlicst
times, were as well aware Sf this indispensable
division between. fact and law, as geographers
are of the line by which they dlwde the hemi-
spheres of our globe, and although invested, in
many cases, with the power of deciding upon
both, they uniformly respected the rules which
referred the law to judicial determination, and
the Judges possess all the authoritics for pro-
tecting their legal jurisdictions.

Crimes,
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Cri‘mes, in the same man'ner, must be defined
by posi%ivc laws, or known through ancient
«customs which, by the force of decisions, have
become equally positivé; as otherwise no man
could know what course he°l;1ight Justly pursue,
or dcliver himself from any snares which might
be spread in his path. In this most important
branch of jurisprudence, the good sensc of the
Armatan natior may be said to be summed up.

To the definition of crimes, whether created
by a written code or evidenced by the records
of antiquity, they adhered with the most scru-
pulous strictness ; they suffered no ambiguities
to prevail, and when their owh security was
more emphatically at stake, in the enactments
of treasons against the state, there was even a
curiosity in. their precisic.m; stung with the
utmost jealousy of fixed magistrates, though it
was impossible with wisdom to abrogate or
abridge their authorities, they repeatedly recast
thpse tren;endous statutes, reprobating their
extension ‘by constructive judgments, and al-
“ways bringlng them-back, with the recorded

' disg;'acc
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’

disgrace of their invaders, to the wery words
which had been misunderstood or o*ccrbo;ﬂe.'

But though the definitions of crimes are as
much the province of judicial learning as the
rules which govern property, and all civil rights,
yet the Armatans were alwiys altve to the clear
and vital distinction between civil and criminal
Jjustice—What is a crime is a qdestion of Law;
but whether committed or Aot must always be a
question of fact, which they would never trust
to any decision but their own, nor permit any
plea or answer to be addressed either in form or
substance but to themsclves.—They were, from
the most anclent times, therefore, an integral
part of the courts; more.independent indeed
than the highest judges, whoge decisions might
be reviewed by superior tribunals, but mo tri-
bunal could ever touch an acqyitting sentencé by
the equals of the accused.

This had been the life’s-blood of public freedom
through all ages, yet a few years had only passed

since



( 126 ()

since at_was running out like water in Armata,
and she was dying without atfending to her com-
plaint.-—Her Judges, following one another, had,
it seems, settled, as they called it, by a series of
decisions, that writings forming an anomaly in
criniinal proceedings, were to be left to ¢heir cen-
sureship, and tHat it Was for them alone to decide,
even when no rights of individuals were affected,
in what language the opinions of mankind upon
every possible subjecc was to be expressed ; as-
suming to themselves the sole judgment of in-
tention whilst they shut themselves up from all
testimony by which alone it could, in many
cases, be ascertained.—This blind and pre-
sumptuous pretension was not oflly a palpable
violation of the ancient law through which
every popular jurisdiction might in turn have
been argued dway, but gave to the fixed magis-
trates, appointed by the crown, the power of con-
trouling the press, which is but another name for
AN ABSOLUTE DOMINION OVER ‘THE PEOPLE.
The conf.lif_:ts to resist this usurpation were
obstinate
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obstinate and protracted, but common s¢nse pre-
*

vailed in the end, and sophistical nopsehse was

overthrown,

I wondered much when I heard this strange
history, but I have wondered much less since I
came home; because I'mever can admit that
Armata has more public spirit or wisdom than
England, yet what at this moment is our own
condition, though we are in complete, unques-
tioned possession of the privilege just spoken of]
and which for a season only she had lost ?—
The subject is so clear that I enter upon it
without apprehension ; though I declare, upor
my honour, that I should have known nothing
of the law, nor ever even thought of it, if I
had not left my own country and visited the
nation I have been describing.

The Libel Act of Mr. Fox withdrew a long-
exercised jurisdiction over the gpalities of wri-
tings upon general subjects, even from our most
exalted judges, not because their justice and in-
dependence were then particularly suspected, but

because
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been the opinion of Parliament, when by the
Statute of.the 48th of the King, they gave to the
justices of the King’s Bench and to them only,
a power to issue warrants after information filed
in that court, and such must be the opinion of
every man living, lawyer or no lawyer, who
has read the speech of Earl Grey in the House
of Lords, which, even as it is published, may
range with the most invincible arguments ever
delivered from the btnch or at the bar, and
his opponents may well say with /Zschines in
domv justice to Demosthenes—/Vhat would you

have said if you had REARD him !

This power, nevertheless, still remains in Eng-
land, and probably will for some time continue:
but common sense, and the spirit of English
freedom, will, in the end, be triumphant.

I ought not, however, to conclude this ab-
stract consideration of fixed magistracy without
a _]ust homage to the judges of Armata.—I
found from all mqumes, that they were re-
markable, lxke our own, for their i integrity apd
‘ ) learning ;



‘(181 )

learning ; that the administration of the law
was held in the highest reverence, and that no
instance had occurred in modern times of any
corrupt departure from their duties.—Their in-
dependence had exalted the sacred character
of their office, and had secured the confidence
of the public.—I was ptesenfed to the whole
bench, and found them as familiarly pleasant in
private life as they were dignified in their
tribunals of justice.

I make no apology for this long digression—
I could not possibly alter the world I was cast
on, nor depart with truth from what I saw in it;
but wherever the occasion offered, I have ap-
plied it throughout, to the illustration of my
own country, or for the reformation of what
appeared to be errors and defects.—This (as
the Prcface has gpoken for .me) has been the
only object of my work, and where I may be
mistaken my motive should protcot me. *

I have the rather enlarged upon this mp-
K2 mentous
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mentous subject because it is so dangerously
misunderstood.—They who hold high the popu-
lar institutions of the country are supposed of
late to be adverse to the monarchy, whereas
they are its only supporters :—a revolution, and
of a very different character from the last, might
be the probable consequence of any attempt to
bear down THE TRIAL BY JURY OR THE LI-
BERTY OF THE PRESS ; and whilst they remain
undisturbed, and in fall action, the multitude
so unjustly suspected will not only be obedient,
but government itself may be often saved from
the fatal consequences of ignorant misrule.
What spectacle indeed can be more sublime than
to see a blind system of jealous and arbitrary
dominion carried on through the profligate and
corrupting agency of spies in every part of
the kingdom; receive as it were a DEATH-
BLow from twelve honest men, indifferently
chosen out of the undistinguished mass of our

people !

_Another striking feature in the criminal law
of



‘(138 )

of Armata is, that the power of accusation, in

the highest offences, is vested also in a popular

tribunal, which, in gncicnt practice, extended

to inferior offences; but summary jurisdictions

had for a long time been undermining this great )
security against oppression.—The creation of an

immense revenue, and the poWers necessary for

its collection, had introduced a new system,

which, extending by analogy and custom to

many collateral cases, had greatly altered the

condition of the Armatan people.—Their exclu-

sive dominion over the greatest offences remained’
inviolate, but they were subject in foo many

instances to the jurisdiction of the lower magis-

trates, without appeal ji.)r the facts to their

equals, or to their superior judges for the law.

This is an evil which in its béginnigg ought
to have been zealously opposed.—When "new
ccnditions of society arise in any country, the
objects of justice camnot but gultiply, and
many changes in ancient systems must necessa-
rily follow; but the utmost caution should be

K 3 used
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used to .depart as little as possible from the
principles which gave them birth, because they
are the sources of obedience and contentment.—
I thought I saw throughout Armata strong
.symptoms that this salutary precaution had been
overlooked.

Nothing indeed is more painful than to ob-
serve the inevitable difficulties and dangers at-
tendant on the most perfect institutions, when
cases accumulate, which demand new rules, and
when the decisions upon the old ones are rapidly
increasing—the science of jurisprudence then
becomes abstrusely complicated, and the law, in-
stead of being any longer a p]ain' and simple
rule of action for the peaple, becomes too difficult
even for the judges.to comprehend.—Expense,
delay, apd uncertainty, cannot but follow in
proportion, till the courts, which should be looked
up to as sanctuaries, are beheld only with a salu-
tary fear. . ‘

1 cannot perhaps better describe the extent

to
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to which their decisions and statutes had multi-
plied, than by relating an anecdate ‘which,
though it diverted me as a stranger, ought’to
be matter of painful consideration in Armata

both for government and people.

Being much delighted, *as I tould not but be,
with an outline of the law, so beautifully sim-
ple, I expressed to my learnéd conductor the
strongest desire to see tie Book in which their
decisions and statutes were compiled and regis-
tered for public instruction and the administra-’
tion of justice.—lIle smiled wery significantly,
saying he would carrsr me to where my curiosity
should be imiulged, and, in a few minutes after-
wards, we arrived at a house, from whence I
expected to carry home, under my arm, the
volume 1 had been promised :—it was one of
the great librarigs of the country, being the
property.of a nobleman, in whose family books
had been adcumulating for centuries, and who
preserved them in the utmost regularity and

order. .

X 4 We
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We were shewn into a spacious apartment,
handsomely fitted up and provided with ladders,
such as are common in England, for reaching
their highest orders.—I was greatly struck with
the immense number of volumes, in the view of
which, however, my learned conductor inter-
rupted me, by saying, that, as our time was
limited, we must not waste it in one part of the
library, as it was divided into different cham-
bers, in which the books were classed according
to their subjects.—I was surprized at this, and
'told him, that though England was more fa-
mous for literature of every character and
description than any nation of our world, yet
I had conceived the hall we were leaving con-
tained the whole collection. * The whole col-
lection !” he re-echeed with the utmost seeming
amazement-—* why, my dear stranger, they are
onl y' his Law-Books.” “ What do you mean ?”
I answered, with equal surprize on my part, as the
reader may well believe—* WHAT LAW-BOOKS ?
Have you communications then with the planets
and fixed stars, and rade a digest of all their

‘ institutions ?*
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institutions ?”  « Oh, no,” he said, * they are
only books of vepy local jurisdiction~thcy are
our own laws only.—Those on your right
hand,” pointing as far as we could see, ¢ are
our decisions—and thosg¢ on your left are our
statutes.” I stood silent for a while, and’ then
broke out with an astonisiiment’I could not con-
ceal—*“ If this be really so, how are your pro-
ple to know by what rules tliey are to govern
themselves, what duties they are to perform, or
how to avoid the penalties annexed to disobe-
dience?” “ Nothing so easy,” replied my’
learned conductor ; ¢ Nothing in either of our
worlds so perfectly pia'm and simple,” laying his
hand, at the ;ame time, op what secmed to cor-
respond with some of the indexes in our own
books—* what shall I find for you?—I will
turn to it in a second.”—* Turn’ then,” I said,
“ to your law for, preventing infection from the
plague.”— For I had been told they had regula-
tions for quarantine. « Ifere it is,” said the Ar-
matan counsellor, as he read the title ; but he
had not proceeded ten lirves in the enactiné part
. when
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when we found it principally related to the
smugg‘liué of chew-chum, a_ leaf resembling
our tobacco. “ Oh,” said he, on my laughing
at the discordancy, “this is a mere lmistake,
~ depend upon it, some misprinting—Ilet me turn
to another.” ¢« Well then,” I said, “ find me the
law which regulates your marriages;” which he
turned up accordingly in a moment, and read
its title with an' air of triumph; but he had
not read far, when we found it mostly related
to horned cattle—he was now rather discon-
‘certed, when I laughed, and said to him, “Ob,
this can only be a misprinting—try something
else—let me see the act which regulates the
functions of your bishops and cleréy.” “ That
I can do,” he replied; “ it is now,” he said,
“ before you,” ds.he read the title; but there
was little in the body of it, except as to passing
women with child of bastards to their proper
parishes, as we at least should call them. It
was row my .turn to triumph, ahd I could
not help exclaiming, “ You have found it,
at.las't, have you ?—your women I hope don’t

. swear
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swear their bastards to your bishops and glergy ?
I will now positively give you but ong chance
more, and you must find me at once something
consistent, or I wlll go back again to England
and send over Lord Stanhope to thump you™—
Alas! I little thought how soon he was to bé lost
to ourselves !

e now turned, by my desire, and as his last
effort, to an act against beibery and corruption,
the title of which he was not long in finding,
but so little was the concordance of the enact-
ment that, on the contrary, it only continued
and secured the constitutions of their rotten

boroughs.

As he went on, referring to the decisions of
their courts, he was frequently in the same
manner most sorely puzzled —Sometimes he
fcund a, case settled, and told me it was un-
doubted law ? but on looking farther, he often in-
formed me that it had been afterwards settled tke

other way, and in a subsequent volume, which he

turned
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turned. to, he frequently discovered that the
last decision was clogged with erceptions which
supported neither, but that, by still looking on-
ward, he could shew me how it was settled at
last ;—he accordingly found some of his cases,
but they had many times stood over for another

argument, and Kud never been decided.

In this way hé went on, until he was driven
in the end to admit, that if a young man were
to begin to read all the books of their laws,
written and unwritten, public and private, on
his first entering their courts, he would be super-

annuated before he got through them.

I confess I retired from this scene severely
mortified, because no words can convey an idea
of the extremé wisdom of their whole constitu-
tion; and I cannot here help imploring the par-
liament of my own country to guard against
this worst of evils, before it reachés, as in Ar-
mata, to such a dreadful extent, that TIME
A.LOI‘VE, without either errors or abuses, inust

' destroy
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)
destroy all the simplicity of our venerable con-
stitution.

I am aware it must be a MASTER'S HAND
that touches such a string.—It would be
most difficult to make a dictionary of »final
decisions, abrogating all those ypon which they
were founded; because it would cast into the
shade the history and progress of the law which
preserves and consecrates its character; yet I
still think that means might be found, by the
aid of Parliament, to simplify its practice,
leaving the ancient books as the fountains of
more modern judgments, which, like statutes,
might give th'e rule until repealed.

In carrying such a systemsinto effect, the
language of decisions ought.of ceurse, not even
in a letter, to be touched, as it would be the
parent of new li.tigations; ‘but the decisions
themselves might be sanctioned, s0 as to prevent
all resort to others more ancient, shut out by

* the



( 142 )

the adgption of those that might be selected as

law.

Iam not prepared to 'say that such a plan is
safely practicable, but the ‘proper question for
the legislature ought to be, Is it absolutely im-
practicable and #mpossible ? because, when such
increasing and ruinous mischiefs are in the other
scale, every effort ought to be made to suppress
them. ‘

My own opinion is, that though mighty diffi-
culties are in the way, the attempt, in some mode
or other, under the sanction of the judges, ought
to be made; and my confidence in the result is
founded upon the immense care and learning
which distinguish the modern decisions of our
courts; and ‘because almost all the subjects
which the laws have to deal with, not only
come round again in a very few years, but in
a country whijch has reached its summit would
be iess likely to fluctuate, than when it was pro-

. gressive,



(143 )

gressive, as in former times.—Why then might
not the best materials in our late;; réports,
though not established as conclusive, be held
by the profession to be the order of the day,
andallother arg@? excluded or abridged?
—1I am informed indeed by eminent lawyers,
that absolute mecessity is working this effect,
but some authorised system is still wanting to
give it continuity and force. °

I need hardly conclude by saying that the
judgments to be thus selected, must be such as
are beyond all question, and which could not be
reversed or shaken without bringing confusion
upon the law!

For the reasons I have alreagly adverted to, it
would be most diﬁicult and dangerous to recast
our statute law, or evcﬁo_simplify and con-
dense it by enactx.nents, because no care in their
language couald prevent disputes upon their,con-
structions, whilst those that were abrogated had
finally received them in the courts.—Perhaps,

therefore,
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‘
therefore, the utmost that can be safely accom-
plished, is most carefully to class and digest our
. ' . .
written laws, but without alterations, and to dis-
courage as much as possible that rage for legisia-
tion which an eminent advocaie, new dead, used
to consider as an increasing disease, saying—
“ that no man iy his time could slecp in his bed
without tinkering at some act of parliament.”*—
Yet here again ¢he same question ought to be
put to the legislature, and be patiently and
anxiously considered—Is it certainly impracti-
cable to go farther with safety, in our escape
from the gulph that is hourly widening to swal-
low us up ? '
- - ¢ - - .

On cxamining the civil branch of Armatan
jurisprudence, I was equally impressed with the

* From all accounts of this excellent and interesting person,
I deeply lament that T did not know him.—He was universally
beloved in the profession of the law, and T cannot give a
stronger instance of it than that I have seen a bag which he
gave many years ago to a young barrister, fo whom he had a
great friendship, who literally wore it to rags in the courts,
and whom I once heard say, that he would not sell cven the

taltered 1emnant of it for five hundred pounds.
strong
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strong intellectual powers of this highly gifted
race of men, ang in nothing more than'in the
dexterou§ mode of liperalising their decisions,
by the equitable aids of a distinct court, a thing
utterly unknown- in any,other country of their

world.

I have already observed, that the jurisdictions
and forms of their tribunals were derived from
the most ancient customs® that their whole law
was remarkable for its precision; and that the
liberty and property of the nation were deeply
involved in the preservation of that stubborn
strictness.—It is obvious that such a code
could not be s'afely engrafted on.—It might have
been hazardous in the extreme to obliterate the
very characteristic of so admirable a system, by
making it necessary for judges to supply, by
constructive judgments, any .defects which ap-
peared in. the application of very ancient rules
to the complicated concerns of a great empire,
extending, or rather originating an enriching
commerce, which gives an infinite variety to thg
’ L trans-
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transactiqns of mankind.—The necessity of such
constr;lctlions, by unsettling the principles and
practice of the law, might not only have affected
the security of property, but what would have
been far worse, might have sapped the very
founzlatious of public freedom, by extending
their influence to the administration of criminal

Justice.

1

When equitable cofisiderations, therefore, be-
came indispensable, even beyond the natural
equity comprehended in the most positive laws,
it was fit that they should be confided to a
separate tribunal ; and this new system, like the
old one, to which it game in aid, was not enacted
by any statutes, but grew up in the very tceth
of them, and fora season.even of the legisla-
ture itself; forcing, or rather stealing its way,
until it settled at.last in the, very station where
it was wise it should remain; becoming an
useful auxiliary, equally precise and eertain as
that whose precision it preserved.—There is an
analogy, perhaps, between the elements of the

' natusal’
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natural and civil world—There is a poing where
»
the first are absolutely at rest, and the second

as nearly so as the condition of human affairs
will adnit.

I was most curious to arrive at some under-
standing of the principles whieh governed this
extraordinary court; but I might have long
remained without a clue to it,”but for a small
book, not much larger tlran a Court Kalendar,
the work, as I was told, of a most learned man,
which gave me all the heads of it in a manner
so brief and yet so luminous, that I shall trans-
late them into English, that the people of Eng-
land may feel the duty of .perpetually watching
over all their inestimable institutions, to prevent
their becoming useless, and even mischievous,

by a departure from their original designs.

The jyrisdiction of this high court, according
to the great‘authority above alluded to, became
necessary i—

L2 15t,
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1st, When the principles of the law by which
the ordinary courts were guided gave a right,
but where their powers (for the reasons I have
adverted to) were not sufficient to afford a com-
" plete remedy.
2dly, Where *the courts of ordinary juris-
diction were made instruments of injustice.
3dly, Where they gave no right, but where,
upon the principles of universal justice, the in-
" terference of the judicial power became neces-
sary to prevent a wrong, when positive law was

1

silent.

.
4thly, To remove impediments to the fair de-

cision of a questien, in other courts.
5thly, To provide for the safety of property

in dispute, pending a litigation in the ordinary
courts. '

6thly,
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Gthly, To prevent the assertion of dubtful
rights in a manner which might be productive
of irreparable injury. »

7thly, To prevent injary to a third perspn by
the doubtful title of others.

8thly, To put a bound to vexatious and op-
pressive litigation,

9thly, To compel a discovery, which was be-
yond the customary powers of other courts.

10thly, Tq preserve testimony.

These short and simple outlines were after-
wards, even in thisssmall voluine, so clearly, yet
so amply filled up, that I was told by the most
eminent lawyers shat none of the proper objects
of this court’s jurisdiction were omitted, and
that a man of sound understanding, who had
acquired a legal apprehension by ordinary study

L3 and
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and prattice, could hardly miss his way in their

application.

I cannot perhaps better illustrate those sepa-
rate jurisdictions, than:by selecting an instance
of one of the highest of them, to vindicate the
principle which seemed almost to govern them
all. —Ilaving carefully read the little book, and
having found that there existed a power in this
high forum to prevcnt"a man from proceeding in

,a court of law, if it could be shewn that he
contemplated injustice, and even to make him
abandon the fruit of the most unimpeachable
judgment, if obtained through fraud, T asked how
such an interference could be necessary ; as in
both cases the lower courts themselves might do
equal justice—in the first, by repelling the fraud
contempfated, by its own decisions; and in the
second, by reversidg its own‘judgment, if its
justice had been surpiized; and that) in both
instances, the’same evidence which would war-
rant.the interference of an equitable tribunal,
ought equally to defeat, the action in a court of

. ‘ law';
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law; but the answer I received convinced me I
was mistaken, as such a course wo.uld' be de-
structwe of all the certainty I had so much ad-
mired: The frauds mmht be of a character
which the courts, in other times, had not em-"*
braced in their recorded proceedings, ahd the
judges must either have mademew laws by their
Judgments, instead of administering the old
ones, or have abandoned thé principles of jus-
tice; and the cases miglt not be such asto have
admitted, even in future, of practicable cor-
rections by statutes.—In the same manner, thé
reversal of decisions, by the very tribunals
which had pronounced them, must have led to
endless dissatisfactions a'nd appeals. In pursu-
ing this enlightened jurisdiction through all its
parts, as far as an unletteréd stranger could
comprehend it, I found it to be justified throngh-
out.—I was fillgd with adiiration of the wis-
aom which had reared it up, and was convinced
that, but Yor an accident whigh 1 hasten to
relate, the civi] jurisdictions of Armata would
have been as perfect as her criminal law.

‘L4 The
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The ancient rules which governcd the tenures
of lands, arnd the forms of asserting inheritances,
were most curiously precnse, and all convey-
ances of property were equall) remarkable for
their brevity and clearness; ‘evidenced besides
by thé public delivery of possession which al-
ways attended them; but the singular and fatal
occurrence, which I have just promised an ac-
count of, wrouglht a total and sudden change in
this simple and venerakle system.—The clergy,
who, in the infancy of letters, were by far the
‘most learned amongst the people, had been
long availing themselves of the superstitions of
darker times, to draw to themselves the posses-
sion of the richest domains in various parts of
the country, and, to gi‘vc secrecy to such trans-
actions, (as they tere all prohibited,) public con-
veyances were not taken from the dupes of their
hypocrisy., who only bound themselves to permit
the use and enjoyment to belong to those reli-
gious bodies ; but the heads of them contrived
to seat themselves in this high court, where they
cmppélled the execution by their own decrees,

) though
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though they were not only void of all legal so-
lemnity, but were,in contempt of positive law.

This dz'mgeroug system of fraud was carried
at last to such a height, that the great council
of Armata resolved to put an end to it; and
the manner they set abdut it destruction was
Jjust what might have been expected from the
sagacity and shrewdness so visible in all their
institutions.—They said By a statute, in « few
plain words, that whoever had the use of land
should be taken to be the legal proprietor, and
having before prohibited the clergy from re-
ceiving conveyances, no other path was open to
them : without the use they had nothing ; and
the use now becoming the land itself, they
could no long.er hold it—ghus the Joxes’ holes
were completely earthed up. Now comes the
extraordinary magter—which, as I could hardly
myself believe when I heard it, I am almost
afraid to be a suitor for belief from others; I
can only promise to relate what I was told,
though I cannot be confid'ent I un(lerstood'it..—-
- When
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When the above-mentioned foxes came to their
holes, and found the trick that had been played
upon them, they fell upon this notable contri-
vance,—If pious A. possessed of land, had
now given to clerical B. the use of it; such
use could no longer have been available, because
the use having, by the new law, bDecome the
land itself, clerical B. could not hold it; to
avoid this awkward consequence, they settled
that the clerical fox, Who was to enjoy the land,
should go down one step in the alphabet and

" become C. and that pious A. should find some
nominal B., or any son of a B., to give the use
to, which of course made this B., or this son of
a B., the legal proprietor, but who, it was set-
tled in this court, was only to hold it to the use
of the same fox, now clerical C.

When this most manifest and impudent shuffle
was brought before the judges of Armata, it
was ‘of course expected that an instant end
would have been put to it; because the very

object of the new law being that whoever had
the
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the use and enjoyment of land, should berheld to
be the legal vwnen, it must be evident 1ot .merely
to a lawyer, but te any shoe-black in an
English alley, that.if instead of sending down
clerical B. to be clerical C. he had run the
gauntlet through twenty alphabets, the use still
pursuing him and becoming ‘always the land
itself, he could not possibly hold it. But the
Judges of Armata, though pmf:mmdly learned in
their general administration, unluckily thought
otherwise, and pronounced that clerical C. had
a good title, inasmuch as they could not go
beyond B. who had the first use, nor carry on
farther the ¢nd and object of the statute, by
adjudging that the second use was still the land
itself' as much as if it had been the first. 1 can
no otherwise account for this :;stonishing Jjudg-
ment except by what we frequer'ltly ebserve in
one of the wiscst and bravest of animals, who
will in ‘general advance against a cannon, yet
who, in one. of our lanes such ag®in Kensington
or Knightsbridge, with nothing but shrubs and
flowers all around him, will suddenly stand stock

still,
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still, start!ed at something or other, but without
either 'himself or his rider kpowing what the
devil it can be.—In such,conjunctures there is
no remedy but the spur, which is, however, by
Nno means a sure one, as riders have been thrown.
—Now this is no simile, but the very case itself:
Not a peg would the judges move, and the
great council being some how afraid to spur
them, their judgment was neither reversed in
the supreme tribunal, hor a new law passed to
follow on the use through all its windings, so as
‘still to make it the land itself. The conse-
quence requires no lawyer's skill to point out.—
The evil intended to be beat down continued,
and the jurisdiction qf the courts of law over
the landed territory of Armnata was at an end
for ever. From <that period, almost all the
estates thyoughout that great country were con-
veyed to second .uses upow the ingenious
model of clerical C. which even after the clergy
had ne longer any interest in the ci)ntrivances,
remained the almost universal mode of settling
prgpe}ty—-—the legal ‘proprietor in the land
being
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being nothing more than a chair in a gountry
dance, the interest vesting in anothér, subject
only to the jurisdiction of the court I have
described. .

The effects of this u;ze.;'ampled revolution were
most disastrous.—Instead of* the short and
simple deeds of ancient times, with the clear
and cheap evidence of public possession, a new
system of conveyancingearose, which has ever
since involved titles to land in the most expen-
sive and perplexing intricacies, no man in Ar-°
mata not a lawyer having the least guess at the
tenure of his estate,"and even a large class of
lawyers themselves exist'ir.lg upon their contro-
versies with each other, which, with the most
honest disposition to finish theth, become darker
the more they are brought ‘to light—the
venerable judges of the lay having no more
jurisdiction over them than the keeper of the
wild beasts ‘at the Tower has a right, ex officio,
to sit in parliament, or as a privy counsellor to
the King.

On
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On cgunversing with the most learned men, I
found'thznt this strange emancipation of real
property from the dominion of the ancient
courts to this more mod.ern tril)unal,' was not
mereiy a change of one jurisﬁdiction for another
of thé same character, l;ut as entire an alteration
of the whole system of the law as could possibly
exist in countries the most remotely separated,
depriving the subject of the most valuable
part of the legal constitution; the forms of this
court excluding oral testimony, and requiring
"that not only the pleadings and answers of the
parties, but all the facts, however numerous the
witnesses or however voluminous their testi-
mony, should be reduced into \t'friting, at an
expense quite ruinods, and creating a delay
destructive of tht.ends of justice:

1 foun;l moreover, that this d.ominion over land
and over personal contracts so connected with
it as tp be quife inseparable, was in' itself more
than sufficient to occupy the whole time of any
sipglé Judge, or even of twelve if they sat sepa-

. ratcly, °
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rately, and that its equitable aid to the other
courts, which was its real and admi;.able pro-
vince in the legal .constitution, was completely
overshadowed and almost swallowed up by this
ill-omened jurisdiction.—Unskilled indeed as I
was in such subjects, I could see most plainly
that if the powers of this high court, as they
are marked out in the masterly sketch before the
reader, could have been made its sole  jurisdiction,
constantly applied to aseist the other courts,
as must have been originally intended ; and if,
as far as facts were concerned, the practice could *
have been assimilated to that of their other
courts, by the admission of parole evidence, the
justice of Armata would have been PERVECT.

But this unprincipled jurisdiotion over landed
property, wholly u;lconnect::d with its equitable
office, was not the only obstruction~ which I
found that the most indcfatiéable judge of this
high court had to contenrw.lfmr
jurisdictions, never dreamed of in former times
but which had arisen out of new conditidns of

. ®
“a soclety,
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society, were heaped without measure or metcy
upon his devoted head.—Whepever, indeed, any
new subject of judicature started up, no matter
from whence it came or to what it pr;)perly be-
longed, and for which the fegislature was at
fault'for a forum, it was sure to be cast upon
the heap—Like Miltot’s Limbo of Vanity, every
thing that went wrong in the world was sure
to be found here; and to swell the confusion,
lunatics, mendicants,®and bankrupts, even all
the children of the kingdom were perpetually
' dancing around him—and as if all this was
not sufficient occupation, it was found out be-
sides that he ought to be placed as a legislative
president in the highest council,‘ where after
having had his mind and body worn down
by his judicial *functions, he was compelled
to sit and listen to all that the most unex-
hausted had to say.—I had a curiosity to see
this great magistrate, and thought it no
small one to see that he was alive.—He was a
most able and agreeable man; by all accounts
dqepl:y learned in every branch of the law,

' trem-
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tremblingly alive to the justice of degision, and
most unwearied jn the discharge of his” multi-
plied and momentous, trusts.—I asked him how
he could possibly, exist in such a scene as 1
have described: he layghed and said to me,
““You may go and ask the first salamander you
meet, how he lives in tle firt 2 1 have been
here all my life.”

I found that this gréat Court had another
Judge who sat scparately, a person of great
learning and eloquence, and that on account
of the evils I have been describing, they had
lately recourse to another ; but, for my own part,
I could see enough to bg quite sure that if as |
many more were added to them as there are
Martello towers upon our.coast of Sussex, it
would be just such a reform in judicature, as the
others were in wag.—The delays are inseparable
from that Babel of jurisdictions I have described,
and from a system of gonveyancimg, commenc-
ing, as the reader must have seen, in fraud and
rapacity, but which, being afterwards sanctioned
b M .by
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by general, practice, became almost the common
assurance of that realm, and frqm its very nature
the parent of expenses to an intolerable extent—
,all persons who can in any way be affected in
their property or interests must invatiably be
made parties to any proceedings in this court,
because its decrées are universally conclusive,
and of course if any of them die, the suit may be
said to die along with them; so that in cases of
great value, where thére are often many com-
‘p_l_q_inants, and great numbers impleaded, the
cause is perhaps laid out a corpse once a month,
until after a decent time for interment, at which
the Commissioners of S.ta;n.ps, Jilw under-
takers, are sure to be,constant attendants—the
heirs or other representatives succeed to the de-
funct upon the retord—and if their sheep were
not as pmlific ‘and as short-lived as our own, it
would be impossible to find a succession of
parchment for their records. It is no- wonder,
therefore, thit complaints are often loudly
heard, and many have reason to complain, but
never of the Judges, and very seldom of the

‘ ] professors’
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professors of the law :—As well indéed might a
traveller in our ¥ork waggon icomplain of the
driver for not overtaking the mail ;—but it
appeared, from «all my inquiries, that it was .
much- too easy, without proper securities, to
institute complaints in thls court—The Romans
punished their criminals by throwm«r them over
the Tarpeian rock, but the punishment was in
the hands of the magistrates, whereas any man
in Armata may throw his neighbour over this
tower of Babel, which differs only from the,
Roman precipice in this, that the victim seldom
reaches the bottom. |
N

I shall conclude the subject by a curious spe-
cimen of Armatan conveyancing, which I lite.
rally was witness to myself;*and to which indeed
I was a party, before its mysteries wefe known
to me.

As1 was’sitting at dinner with Morven and
a large company, a coach suddenly drove up
to the door, when the person it belonged ‘to

’ M2 coming
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coming ug to me with great seeming satis-
faction said—“ I am delighted to have found
you at last, as I am borrowing money upon my
. estate, and could not have touched a mite if 1
had missed you.” I was almost struck dumb
with astonishment, and could not guess what
he meant, until he told me I was the legal
proprietor of his whole estate, and that I must
therefore convey it to the lender of the money.
— Good God, Sir,” i answered, ‘“ you must
.mistake me for some other person, as I do not
remember ever to have seen you in my life.”—
“ Oh yes, you have,” said Morven, * he dined
with you at my house soon after yQu were ship-
wrecked, and I remember he then said, it would
be a pleasant thing to make such a use of so
extraordinary a st';ranger.”—l was ﬁow, of course,
obliged te say,' that under Morven’s guidance I
was at his command, though I could not com-
prehend what was intended.—The coach was
now émptied but, when I signed fny name, I
believe twenty times, upon different writings,
which of course I could not read, and then

madé
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made my bow to him, heartily glad to getaway;
but Morven stopped me by saying, that I must
wait until the boot was unloaded, as the deeds
disposed of had +all been in the body of.the,
coach, and I was detained above half ap hour
longer.—I found afterwards, upon inquiry, that
I stood in the place of nominal B. and was pro-
prietor in law to this troublesome man’s use.

There is yet another evil which visits, or
rather overwhelms, all their jurisdictions, though
it bears the heaviest when landed property is in
question, but it extends to the proceedings of
all courts, and to almost all the transactions of
mankind.—Upon every page of their voluminous
mass of records, and evidcr}ce, and process,
which if set fire‘to in Arrhata, though but a
speck upon that planet, might not only be seen
from our earth, but perlraps be viewed with
alarm as a comet by all worlds—Yes—upon
every page of all this accumuldtion of Writing,
there must be a miniature impression of their
King; without which no suitor can be heard,

‘M3 . nor
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nor a syllable of testimony be read before the
Judge ; artd they sometimes exceed the value of
the subjects in contest, which are abandoned, of
,course, to any knave who may bg in possession—
They are not political contrivances to excite awe
and reverence for the Soveieign, but have been
resorted to for revenue, and threaten in the end
to destroy all the !)eneﬁts of courts of justice.

I never was more affected than when I saw
the virtue and wisdom of so many ages thus
'shamei'ully overthrown by the mad profusion of
spendthrift governments in very modern times.
I had thought it worth all the perils I had
encountered, to be pgesent in their ordinary
courts; I had visited them almost daily, and it
was more like epcliantment than the imperfect
condition of lm'mau affairs, to witness the dis-
patch and unerring justice withe which the most
complicated concerns were disentangled and
decided ; but ‘after this sad comrilunication,
their tribunals appeared to me like painted sepul-
chres.—I found that'little was left for the

' . suitors
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suitors who succeeded, and the unsuccessful
were often undane, nay, sometimes all of them.
together, and the ,lawyers whom they em-
ployed—of which I saw a most notable mstance
in the prison of the pripcipal court, whlch I was'
carried as a curiosity to see.

In passing through the rooms of the prisoners,
we observed four, persons who were playing at
cards together, when my conductor, who was
still the same eminent advocate, desired me to
stop and observe, them—* That first,” he said,
(pointing to the man nearest us,) “ is an honest
baker witha largé family, who brought a suit
against his partner at the table, to recover about
twenty pounds of your money for bread that
he had sold ‘him,; but for which the other, who
is a carpenter, could not pay, havjng a large
family also, aad his taxes to government in
arrear; for which his little effects had been sold.
—The baker prevailed in his suit, »but the
pictures of the sovereign, and the expenses of
the proceeding, beyond what he could charge to

. ‘M4 . his
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his opponent, would have left him but little to
receive, even if the carpenter could have paid ;
but receiving nothing at all, he took him to
prison for the debt, which was swelled by the
expenses to more than double the sum.—But
the poor baker, thus receiving nothing from his
prisoner, and not being able to pay his attorney
for the proceedings and the portraits, he was
sued himself, and was soon taken to prison
also, and the plaintiff and defendant now sit
opposite.—But the attorney was just in the
same condition as his client, whom he had sued;
as, by getting nothing from the baker, he
was unable to pay for the portraite which the
paper-merchant had sold him, and he was sued
and carried to prison himself, where he met with
the gentleman who is'now his spartner, viz. the
attorney fov the carpenter, he having been sued
for the portraits also; which he‘had bought for
the carpenter’s defence—and being cast into the
same prison the gaoler has got the whole covey.—
They have not amongst them all the smallest
coirr in circulation, yet they are as eager at

their



(169 )

their game as if the fate of the universe,was at
stake on every cald; and they pay one another
with slips of paper; which they pleasantly
enough call exchéquer bills, as they are to-be
paid only by similar slips of paper when, they
become due.”—I never witnessed such a scene.—
It was inhuman to laugh as I did, but it would
have been more than human {o resist.—I wish
that high councils of state, when a quarrel
is engendering between nations, and peace or
war are in the balance, would a little more con-
sider the consequences before the die is cast; as
nothing short of invasion and conquest can in-
flict upon a mnation so severe an evil as a de-
vouring taxation, which *fastens upon all the
springs of life..—But no revenug should ever ap-
proach the sanctuaries of justice,, to drive their
votaries into dungeons, whilst luxury'°can shew
herself in the stretts.

When from this pressure of taxation, and the
entanglements of forns too technical and expen-
sive, the law had ceasedto be a plain and simple
' . ) remédy
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remedy for the recovery of debts, the adminis-
tration of justice, from no fatits of its own, be-
came unpopular, and many reformers started up.
Temporary expedients weres first resorted to—
The . public. councils frequently throwing open
the gates of the prisons throughout the whole
country; but such acts of necessity produced
as many sufferings as they redressed;—they
could reach only those who were in custody
when they passed, but could take no account
of many more who were subject to imprison-
ment by the insolvency of their debtors who
were set free, and thus the ruined creditors of
redeemed prisoners soon took their places,
without any hope «of redemption, until the
intervals between such statutes had passed
away.—This was a’system of manifest injustice ;
yet such is the danger of meddling with old
establishments, however impeffect, that although
many able and benevolent statesmen clubbed all
their talents for iis reformation, their new law,
even in its infancy, is more destructive of credit,
and more injurious to both debtors and credit-

' ors
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ors than the old one which they undeftook te
reform.

The principle was to substitute a cession,of
property for the imprisonment of debtors; but
the creditor, betore he can enforce it, must
establish his debt in the supérior courts, by
the same dilatory process, and under all the
pressure of revenue, as if he were still to
have the ultunate fruit of it under the ancient
Jjudgments and executions.—He may now, as
formerly, deprive any person of his liberty
whom he chuses to call his debtor, even be-
fore he is possessed of any judicial confirma-
tion of his demand ; yet be has no sooner ob-
tained judgment against him, by a tedious suit,
and at an expense' in mang cases beyond the
amount of the debt, than the prison'doors fly
open, and the debtor, as if the proof of the
debt entitled him to freedom from the conse-
quences, has now ouly to offcr what he has, or
to say that he has nothing; and thus, after all
the cost and delay of a solemn process, the cre-

. . ditor
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ditor who sued him has only an equal claim with
others who were at no expenSe at all, and even
with collusive claimants,~set up by the debtor,
to-cover such property as could not with safety
be concealed.—Surely- such a system is not

merely defective, but is a dangerous nuisance.

If the cession of property be adopted as

a general rule, it should not be left to the
option of the debtor ;ml_y, at the conclusion of
a regular suit, but the creditor ought to have
his election also from the beginning, and by the
same summary forms as the debtor may resort to
in the end, but this could not have been accom-
plished without throwing the whole jurisdiction
over contracts into the hands of inferior magis-
trates, to the very extinction bf our ancient courts
of law, which would be exposed even to an insult-
ing reproof, by having their‘immemorial juris-
dictions swept away.—Upon the whdle, there-
fore, the practice of imprisonment for debt had
far better been reformed and modified, without
tashly subverting our legal constitution, which
‘ it
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it is too much the fashion to boast pf yet to
condemn.—The eession of property nla)" be a
wise and Dbeneficial ;system, if applied with
speedy and costlessiceremonies to the insolvencies
of the commercial world, where property is
large and tangible, but when extended to
the very lowest orders of the people, whose
effects can rarely be followed, it holds out a dan-
gerous temptation to fraud, and strikes at the
very foundation of credit, by destroying all the
securit{cs of trust,

I had now been so long engaged in the exa-
mination of the laws of Armata, and so much
pleased with my companjons of the profession,
who were most eminent and incorruptible per-
sons, highly esteemed for their general learning
and talents, that I almost resolved ty, think no
more of our wosld, and to become an advo-
cate in their courts.—They were highly diverted
and pleased' with my project, but suggested to
me that their language was not easy—an ob-
jection however which I answered by observing,

. that
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that Scotghmen flocked daily into London, and
becam; intelligible by degrees.—To cut the
matter short, I had set m'y mind, at last, upon
the, plan, and which was oaly defeated by a
conspiracy against me of the most extraordinary
description—Many witnesses having started up,
and declared themselves ready to piove that I
had practised there many years, and for some
reason or other had been expelled from the bar.—
I was astonished at this attempt, but what could
be done to resist it? they were persons whose
credit I had no means of impeaching, and I
could prove no alibi without witnesses from the
earth.

I consulted their great chief justice, who
wished much to nelp me, but said he could
give me mo relief—and that he would tell me
the reason the first time he saw me, which he
soon afterwards did—but the conversation was
private. ‘ .

I now proceeded to'examine the police of this

‘ ' ‘ immense’
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immense city, in which there were many jmper-
fections, but in my opinion often refer;.blc' to a
population which no magistracy could duly
superintem.l, and to houses of entertainment for
the lower orders ;nultipli‘cd beyond the calls of
necessity, and too much cherished on account
of the revenue they produced.:—No vigilance
could repress all the disorders they created, nor
protect the moral character of the people, the
debasement of which, in®*many instances, was
frightful.—Thefts and robberies were almost of
nightly occurrence, and so far was there from
being any prospect of safety Dy sweeping away
the gangs of old and’ hardened offenders, that
Juvenile delinguency maintained a more depraved
succession.—THousANDs of boys, from the vices
of parents, neglect of educationl, and want of
employment, were to be found in the streets, the
associates of profegsed thieves, and of girls sub-
sisting by prostitution, frequenting houses of
the most infamous description, where they, con-
cealed and divided their plunder.

I wa-s
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I wag the more attentive to those abuses, be-
cause'Lq';q pox itself is not frge from them, and
they cannot be removed but by striking at
their roots.—The system of licenses to publicans
should be totally changed, and the partialities-
with' which they have been granted done away.
—CHARACTER, mosterespectably and cautiously
certified, ought to be the only qualification;
severe punishmént should attend irregularities
and disorders, and no* ESTABLISHED VICTUAL-
LER should be deprived of his license upon any
pretence whatsoever, without trial by a jury,
instead of being, as heretofore, at the will of
the justices of the peace; none of whom be-
sides should license any houses ‘of their own,
nor be seen upon the b.ench when thetitles to them
are discussed.—Lhave a great respect for the
magistrates of our country, and for none more
than many of them in the metropolis—but no
one ought to be placed in a situation which
exposgs him even to suspicion, nor'sit in judg-.
ment when he has the remotest interest in the
d.ecis;ion.

Thé
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If all those provisions were en#cted and
duly executed, there would bevfewer' offences,
because their shelters would be destroyed.—
Publicans so selected and encouraged by the
security of their possesstons, whilst they acted
with honesty and discretion, would become a
kind of lower magistrates,.and be sureties for the
peace of the city.

Mendicity also, from the same causes, had
become a shameful nuisance in Swaloal.—In the
most populous cities of Europe, it is only dis-
gusting from the wretchedness of the suppli-
cants, but BERE compassion was constantly
abused, and blunted by the most atrocious im-
postures.—A sovereignty of beggars had been
long established with the most regular autho-
rities, and the streets throughout.a]l *hat wide
extent, which we call the Bills of Mortality,
were assigned for the walks of the pretended
paupers, ma.ny of which had bédcome ihheri-
tances, and had descended through seyeral
geﬁerations.—'l‘he folloying instance of locg-

N practised
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practise'd fniquity I considered it my ill fortune
to detect: because, though it®is a high duty to
the public to expose such evils, yet their expo-
sute bears heavily upon many innocent people,
and steels our hearts against the most genuine
objects of compassion.

The charity of the fair Morvina was prover-
bial, and our doors had long been surrounded
by the poor of every description.—There was an
old man who peculiarly interested us, being one
hundred and three years of age, confirmed by a
certificate which seemed tq be as old as himself;
the writing being much torn, and the seal im-
perfect.—We were censtantly attended also by a
woman, who had lost her eyes from lightning,
which were covered with black patches of silk,
and by 4 'man, her companion, who from palsy
had lost the use of both his légs, and was drawn
on a kind of sledge through the streets.—There
was, from time to time, besides, another wretched
woman with six little children, and near delivery
of a seventh; all these paupers, and many

mor;,
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more, were almost daily relieved and fed, until
an accident occlirred for our delive;ance.-—To
state it in almost” a word, my watch was stolen
and found upom dne of them, who, to save him-»
self from the gallows, “informed me pricately
that we were the victims of imposition, and that
if I would disguise myself, he would carry me
to where I might see the real condition of those
on whom pity had been thrown away.

I was pleased with the scheme, and having,
secured myself from discovery, he accompanied
me at the time appointed to a public breakfast
of the fratesnity, before they dressed for their

rounds.

On entering the room I t:o'uid.not help think-
ing that my repentant conductor, ®as he de-
scribed himself,* had some new fraud in agi-
tation, since I saw nothing that could give me
the least expectation of mceting the wretches
we had so long supported—The company
were seated round a long table, where neither

. N 2 disease
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discase 'n'ofold age were to be seen, but on the
contrary, above twenty well-dressed, healthy,
happy people, regaling theinselves with«the best
' fare; and pledging one another in their cups;
on the ringing of a bell their president told
them to deliver in their accounts, and to assume
their different characters for the day—the audit
was soon over, and after they had been gone
about a quarter of an hour, I saw all of them
return, and every one of my friends amongst
+‘the rest—They were exactly the same as I had
always seen them, and their real characters and
‘descriptions were as follows—The old man of 103
had not seen 30, he had been a drummer in a re-
giment, and was just Teturned from transporta-
tion before his time.*—The woman who had lost
‘her eyes, which wete now covered again with
patches, ir'1y conductor had shewn me in the
room, where instead of their béing obscured by
lightning, they flashed lightning in every glance.

* The Armatans transport their felons, as we do, to a vry
distant region. .

—She
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—She was a beautiful creature, notemqre than
seventeen yearsof age, and hired for the pur-
pose by ,the gang.—<The paralytic patient, whose
sledge stood in *the passage, was cutting his,
capers in the way to it; as indeed he very well
might, having been a rope-dancer at one of the
smaller theatres, from which 'he had lately been
discharged, on his.being discovered picking a
pocket behind the scenes—The pregnant lady
was among the last, as her pillow had not been
carefully adjusted, and she had to pay the
mothers of the six children who were going
out with her, as they always attended to receive
the ready money for the day.

My felonious friend now made me a signal to
be gone, as my disguise, he sald might perbaps
be discovered, which would not onljbbc ruinous
to him but might be dangerous to myself.

For ,the'evils I had witnessed,*to some extent
and in some shape or other, there is, perhgps, no
remedy in a large city; and we ought not to

) w3 suffer
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suffer the Knowledge of their existence, though
highly usqful, to make us cold to the sufferings
of our fellow-creatures.—We may ofterr be mis-
‘taken in the true objects of charity, but if from
the impression of imposture, a real one should
be passed by, how fatal might be the mistake !
In times like the present, we should suspend the
very remembrance of it, and go forth into the
streets to take our change of being deceived.

« Before 1 leave the subject of human suf-
ferings, I must shock the feelings of the reader
by taking notice of a most harbarous custom in
Armata, wholly inconsistent with the benevolent
character of her people.

Although their 'mechanical inventions had
reached such perfection that almost nothing
was left for human hands to perform without
aids to assist labour and to avert dangers, yet
they persisted in devoting the unprotected chil-
dren.of the poor to misery, disease, and death,
by a practice, not yet reformed amongst our-

' ; selves,
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selves, of cleansing their fire-places by elimbing
boys instead of by machines; frequentl); goad-
ing them on by sharp instruments applied to
the soles of their feet, when to escape suffocation
they have halted in their ascent.

I frequently and loudly remonstrated against
this horrible cruelty, and on being told, with
indifference, of the forms of their houses which
made machinery difficult, though it had failed
in nothing else, I lost all patience.—* Talk not
to me (I said) of the antiquity of your houses,.
or of their unsuitableness for the performance
of your duty to God and your fellow-creatures.
—If you will not alter them in your capital,
where the abuses are so afflicting, HEavEN
may reform .your. manness as in ancient times
the vices of nations have been ‘ebuked ;=
Earthquake, which has hitherto been confined
to other countries, may be let loose to tumble
them on y.our heads.” -

" To Englishmen also let me lift up my voice.—
N 4 "« You



( 184 ),

¢ You have raised an immortal monument of
fame and glory by the abolision of the Slave
Trade throughout the world, and will you suffer
a worse slavery to debase even your own chil-
dren, whose colour, if colour indeed can be a
degra.dation, was not given by Heaven but by

yourselves ?'*

The religions of new countries having always
been considered by travellers as interesting ob-
jects of curiosity, I shall now make a few

" short remarks upon the Armatan church.

I found they had a Revelation s we have—
Simple and eloquent, bearing throughout the
stamp of divine truth, communicating, like our
own, a fallen condition and,a mediatorial re-
-Qemption.2—It'is published by authority, and
circulated as the universal soucce of faith and
morals. Their forms of prayer are solemn and

* 1 kave just heard with great satisfaction, that whatever may
be the Construction of houses in Armata, our own throughout ell
England will admit mackinery. .
: impres-
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impressive, composed in former timgs-by the
most eloquent fathers of her communion, and
established by law to,give uniformity to public
‘worship. - The digunified clergy were distin-
guished for their piety and learning, setting an
useful example to inferior pastors, which was
generally though not alwiys followed.

Their Articles of Belief are also published to
give a distinct character "to their national esta-
blishment, which might otherwise be corrupted
and degraded by ignorant or designing men.—
They were drawn up with great wisdom and
moderation ip very difficult times, but at some
more favourable period they should have been
re-considered.—The utmost care ought to be
employed in the gompositipp of such a sacred
code; and the doctrines it compreheqds should
be divested of all that is dark and mysterious.
Not that such doctrines ought therefore to be
rejected ‘when supported by the autharity of
Scripture, but they should rather be maintained
in' preaching than rigidly insisted upon as tess.

- T can-
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I canpot perhaps better illustrate this in-
teresti.ng‘subject, than by giwing the reader a
short account of a conversation I had with an
eminent member of their communien; most
virtuous in his life, and devoted to the practice
of e;'ery good work.—He deeply lamented the
growth of what we 'call Sectaries, and dwelt
with great anxiety upon’ the unhappy state
of his country, predicting at no very distant
period the utter extinction of the church.
—Clear as, he said, were the Articles of her
religious faith, they had by no means been
universally accepted, and that, although those
.who rejected them were not only ¢xcluded from
the priesthood but frpm many civil offices and
distinctions, yet they still persevered in their
own opinions, and .were cogrupting the world
by their cunbeliefs.—The great bulk of the
Articles would, he admitted, have been accepted,
but that some of them, though standing upon
divine authority, were wickedly ‘rejected ; a
heresy the more detestable, as their sacred
writings were not only circulated by authority

' for
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for public instruction, but by the charity of

many pious persons were now universalky read.
I here interrupted to observe, that I did not
altogether comprehend him.— How,” I asked,
“ can your people be thus invited by public. law
to study a book of which they are told that Gop
himself is the author,’yet be expected to receive
its interpretation from mAN, and be charged
moreover with wickedness’for having an honest
opinion of their own; I do not at all object to
your national church for adopting and adhering
to the most approved doctrines, but upon what
principle of pplicy do you exclude men from
your ministry, much morg from any office in
the state on account only of different impres-
sions of the divine npature, orof the hopes and
expectations of mankind, as they faishfully be*
lieve them to be derived from the word of
God, so «given to them, without comment, by
both church and state, which cencur in such
exclusions >—I must suppose that the professed
beliefs of such persons thus shut out from your
com-
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commupion are either so manifestly erroneous
as to cairy with them the evedence of fraud and
irreligion, or that they Anvolve poljtical tenets
which might endanger the, establishments of
your country.”

“] am not prepared,” (said the aged and
reverend pastor,) “to make either of such
charges upon those who are yet properly ex-
cluded from our sanctuary, and even from
some of our civil functions.—The times have
undoubtedly passed away since disaffection to
our government can be justly imputed to them;
neither can I go the length of saying that their
beliefs, or rather their unbeliefs, ought to be
considered as proofs of irreligion or fraud ; but
can any church receive communicants who do
‘not accept her communications, or admit mi-
nisters who deny her creeds *’—* That,” I an-
swered, ¢ no man of common sense can require,
but why in "matters not absolutely essential to
Jaith or morals, and of most obscure and
doubtful import, d6 you not leave men to

them-
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themselves P —Why do you hold up pysteries
to others as tests of acceptation whicl you do
not even agree upon among yourselves ? and if
you dread such immaterial differences of opi-
nion, why do you embalm bodies of men by laws
and statutes, which otherwise might dis[;ersc
and perish:”

“ We complain of their perverseness,” replied
the good old man, “ which ought surely to
have a mark set upon it, though of a gentle
character.—To give you one instance, among
many others, of their obstinacy and blindness,
what do you gay to their refusing even to attest
their belief in all things wisible or invisible #” 1
acknowledged that this was certainly most pro-
voking ; thouéh, perhaps, its generality might
alarm tender consciences.—If they doubted in~
deed the existenne of God because invisible, I
should condemn and reject them, since the
Deity could not be visible to mortal sight, but
ALL THINGS,” I said, ¢ was rather a startling
proposition.” * Not at all,” said the good old

man,
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man, % when in the mouth of the church that
pron(')uuces it, as it can then only mean all
things which the Chuxch believes,”—*‘ And
pray, Sir,” said I, * what ace they :”—He here
looked at his watch,. saying, that at another
timé he would converse with me farther, but
that he was engaged to go out.—Suspecting,
however, (though I am persnaded without
foundation,) that he was rather puzzled and
wished to evade the question, I said I waved it
for the present as it might run into length, and
that I wished only to revert to the absurdity of
circulating the Scripture without comment,
yet insisting upon their own ingerpretation.—
“ We have found that to be an error,” he re-
plied, “ and are now beginning to correct it by
notes and commentaries of qur own.”

 That you may undoubtedly do,” I rejoined
with warmth,  as learned commentators, leaving
other men alse to their own m[msiiiom; but if
you were to do this in England, upon the
f[coting of authority, we should tax you with
L : relapsing
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relapsing into the very errors of the catholic
church, by beating up for proselytes to your
own establishment, ingtead of publishing the pure
word of God as preceeding, through inspiration,
from himself.—This was the damnable usur'pa-
tion of the papacy in the world I came from,
and after having shed éur Blood for its ex-
tinction, we should hardly submit to it again.—
Any man, with us, may write what notes upon
the Bible he pleases, but no man, nor the state
itself, can put upon it any fetters of the law.”

The old man made no reply to this, and I
rather thought he was ashamed of what he had
said.

I found after éll when  the' differences came
to be sifted between the Armatan church and
many, at least, who had ranged themselves
under warious establishments of dissent, that
they had ‘arisen, for the most.part, from the
adoption of musteries as inexoruble articles of
faith, instead of softening them by expr;:ssi.ons

*  that,
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that, without departing from the best interpre-
tations of Scripture, might give a fair latitude to
conscientious men, who, whilst they reverenced
the Established Church and i general embraced
its doctrines, could not honestly swear to an
impli::it belief in matters so deep that the
human mind could not fathom them.
‘

The excellent old man seemed to feel the
force of this, yet such is the dominion of pre-
judice over the most enlightened understand-
“ings, that he made only this reply—* We have
done every thing to open our arms to all chris-
tians who would subscribe our Articles—We
have held out in one hand large ecclesiastical
preferments, and mortifying exclusions in the
other, yet the former have beep rejected and the
latter patiently ‘endured.—I ought however to do
justice to numbers who have consented to be-
come priests with benefices, by swearing in the
end to what before they had utterly.denied.”——l-
He raised his voice at the conclusion of this
seqtex;ce as if an irresistible demonstration had

' ‘ been
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been wound up; and so indeed thereshag, bes
cause the proof Was irresistible that his church
had shut ker doors against the highest proofs of
religious sincerity,’ and thrown them open «to
self-interest and falsehood.

I did not chuse, howev;r, to mortify him by
this declaration, but "contented myself with re-
peating my admission that every national church
was fully justified in pubfishing its own creeds,
and that such professions should, in @ religious
sense, be considered as the national faith, but
not so as to touch the consciences of men by
exclusions ofsany description for differing only
as to mysteries, the truth eof which no church
could perfectly know, and which were immaterial
if they could be lnown.—*¢ How far,” I said,
“are we distant from that beautxful bndo'e,
which promises t¢ be as immortal as the victory
it has recérded ?”—¢ Abovea mile,” he answered,
““ but I cannot comprehend lhe.me'z}ning of your
question.”—¢ Then I will tell you,” I answered,
“ ir.l a word.” . .

, 0 « Sume
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« Same* of the mysteries which you insist
upon, and make the parents of a widely-spread-
ing dissent, are so immaterial to the essential
trath and character of divine revelation, that
perhaps, on that very account, they are covered
as with a veil from the presumptuous mind of
man ; and so little do I see.k to remove it, that
if an angel were now standing upon the centre
arch of the bridge I point to, I would not
walk through the rain that is falling, to know
from him which opinion concerning them was
best, so as I knew that God had through re-
demption received me, angd in any manner had
enlightened me with his holy spift.—It is most
fit, nevertheless, that* your Scriptures should in
those points be examined,.and, that the best
expositions should be suppotted and illustrated
by your‘.church, but they should neither be
made proscriptive articles of Uelief, nor subjects
of contention amongst mankind.—J{er establish-
ment, as yoq.lhave described it, is entitled to re-
verence for its purity and wisdom, and if all
her ministers would ('m{y preach their own evan-

' gelical
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gelical doctrines, one half of the chapels that
within a few yéars have started up and out-
numbered your steeples, would probably tumble
down of themselves, and as she has notehalf.
room enough for herown congregations, she
might then build even cathedrals from their
ruins, and bring back into her bosom dissenters
of all descriptions, who now threaten to swallow

her up.”

I intended this advice to be private, and that,
it should never travel from thence into our own
world, though the, gossip of a traveller has re-
vealed it ; Wecause, though I sincerely honour
the Church of Enpglatd, and hold by her
doctrines, as,the purest, and the best, yet I wish
that our nationa? religion’ as well as our ciyil
state, should be balanced by a popular consti-
tution, and that the free spirit of the dissenters
should “coptinue.

, Absurd, enthusiastic ardour ought to be ex-
poaed and dlscountemnced because it, brihgs
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religion.into contempt, but it consists with my
own knozvle‘dge that many persons in England,
of the purest lives, and of the most exalted wis-
+dom*and virtue, have been reprgached or sneered
at as Methodists, only for maintaining and be-
lieving the very same doctrines which Our Sa-
viour preached when upon the earth.

CHAP-
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C}-IA'PT,ER VII.

. )

The Author resolves to leave, Armata, and to return to the
Earth—He prepares for his Voyage, regains the connecting
Channel, and passes it in safety, but“is afterwards wrecked on
the Coast of Ireland, and proceeds from thence to London.

.

Tur enjoyments of this great and delightful
city were now drawing to a close.—I had been
long passionately attached to Morvina, though
I have not troubled the reader with the progress.
of my passion.—Her accomplishments and
beauty absorbed every thought, but, alas! they
were suddenly embittered by the dreadful com-
munication of her fathes, that, though he had
not betrothed, nor had she engaged herself to
any of the illustribus suitors whe were pursuing
her, yet that I must not think of itapeding her
advancement in the world by my attentions,
which, he said, had been observed.—What could
I answer to this, or how could'>I complain >—
Let the reader indeed only figure to himself a
man dropping down upon our surface, an aiien

. 03 nct



( 198 )

not onlx to,our country, but to our world, dis-
puting the’ prize of the finest woman in Lon-
don, and asking her father’s preference, how-
.ever much he might be his frisnd—Need I add
that my own thoughts rebuked me P—I felt all
I owed to the noble-minded Morven, but my
honour forbad me to promise what it might not
enable me to perform.—I saw Morvina almost
at the moment, to whom he had given similar
commands, and who, for the same reason, had

silently received them.

I shall not attempt to affect the reader with a
tender story.—All people who are in, love are so
very much the same, that it may be one reason
why the general run of novels so strongly re-
semble one another.—It is a most difficult kind
of composition.—There is but one Tom Jones,
one Guy Mannering, and Landlords are more apt
to distress us for their rents, than to delight us
with such fales as only one of them I ever
heard , of had to tell—Yet were I not re-
streinec‘l by the fear of failure, I might be

' tempted -
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tempted to work up into a scene of deep, interest
our desperate plag of an elopement fromoné world
to another; for no less an adventure our mutual
passion had the igstant daring to project, and
I had secretly engaged an adventurous navigitor
to run the hazard of our exploit,—but worse
evils than parental rejectien lurked behind : She
was obliged to continue the race of dissipation
on the high road to a settlement of her father’s
choice, instead of calmlysretiring with the object
of her own; and the race, alas! was a short
one—At an assembly, such as I have but too
faithfully described, the dancers becoming
breathless, in.a small and crowded apartment, all
the windows were thrown open, and the air
rushing in upon her delicate frame, now more
susceptible from anxlety and, agitation, she was
seized with a violent fever wlnch' in a very few
days, proved fatal to all our hopes.—I now re-
vealed to Morven our unhappy secret, and as
all expectdtions on this side the grave were
extinguished, his friendship and compassion ad-
mitted my visits even tp the last moment of

Q’4 © life,
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life, when fainting in my arms her angel form
seemed tv grow lighter and lighter, and to
escape from me with her dying breath—But
surely, wherever our lots may be cast hereafter,
the souls of those who loved as we did can
never be divided.

1 was now resolved that ‘nothing should pre-
vent my immediate attempt to return to the
earth.—I collected all ‘my nautical observations,
and Morven having tendered me his purse to
any extent, I continued the engagement which
I had secretly begun, and prepared for my
voyage, doubtful and dangerous as it was.—The
passage, I found, would in its beginning be
circuitous, requiring only a coaster’s skill, until
my vessel should reach the oﬁen sea ; I put her
therefore wnder the care of her owner, and ac-
cepted the offer of my belcéved.friend to accom-
pany me himself to the more distant shore,
where I might commit myself at once to the
only Pilot that could then shape the course I

was to putsue—the Divine Providence which
had
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had watched over me with so many signal
deliverances from the beginning of my “adven-

turous life.

My ship now left the port, and in four (.lays
the accounts having reached us that she was
anchored at the appointed place, we set out
immediately to join her.

On our arrival next day I learned from Mor-
ven, that the King was then at a palace near
the sea, and that it was fit 1 should be pre-
sented before I sailed. I had indeed, and with
deep regret, gone ‘through the same ceremony 4
on taking leave ofa ;’rigce, the very pattern of
hospitality and kindness, who from my first
landing had rec.eived me .a8 a frequent and
familiar gpest.—Ilis consort was a foreign Prm-
cess, the daughter of a King, and all the kings
of the earth, from her high qualifications, might
be proud of such an illustration of royal birth.

4

I was now presented to the Sovereign, ‘whom
3
. { found
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1 found,singularly graceful and accomplished—
he had’been bred in the genergl world, the best
school for princes, as for other men.—Fame also
with her trumpet was soundiag, almost at the
same moment, the approach of another genera-
tion of his royal house, and Morven, as if he
had been read in Shakspeare, said he thought
he saw the Genius of Armata holding up a glass
“ which shewed him many more.” .
i
I was received most graciously, and need not
"say how highly gratified I returned from a scene
so interesting and so new.—1I should like, indeed,
to see how people would stare, and to hear what
they would say, 1Fr THE MAN 18 THE Moow
were to be presented at St. James's or Carlton
House—Yet whau Detter was l in Armata, than
tkat honourable gentleman would be fere ; who,
though the inhabitant of a long known and do-
mestic planet, has never yet advanced to a higher
distinctjon amongst us, than to have his portrait
swinging upou a sign-post, as a notice that ale
is to be sold:

8

Though
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Though I have never been a courtier, I have
not suppressed the poetical flight of . Morven
respecting the Gemus of Armata, because it is
not useless in a m(marchy like our own to sepa-
rate a kind-hearted interest in our native princes
from the indiscriminate support of any ministers
they may employ ;—the %rst,- when honestly
kept within the lim#ts of duty to the people,
gives dignity and security to thg state;—the
second, (too often a blind, unprincipled follow-
ing,) is a pernicious homage, degrading to the
individuals, and destructive to the constitution
of our country.—A firm adherence to political
principles, angl to the friendships they create
among public mcn, is a great antidote to cor-
ruption in parliament. —T honour those who
support ministers ﬁom.such considerations, as
much as those who may oppose ;hem, bug
the ranks are always swelled by those who
range thgmselves under no standard but that
which is planted BY THE MINJSTER OF THE
Dav. T

My
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My .observation is general, and points fo no
particular statesmen, nor to eny parties.

My wvessel now lay withia a mile from the
shore, fully equipped for my .adventurous voy-
age, and ready with her sails all loose to receive
me.—I fell into the arms of my generous deli-
verer, embracing him with tears of gratitude
and affection, and my boat being upon the
strand, I was very séon on board.—The wind
was fair, and when the night closed in upon
us, heaven seemed to smile upon my under-
taking with all her multitude of stars—the polar
constellation bidding me as'it were depend upon
it for my course, as much as if I had been on
the earth.—I knew indeed I was secure; as even
a million of miles on the one side or the other,
could mot i the smallest degree affect its
bearings upon any of our planets so incon-
ceivably distant.—They have a kind of magnet
in Armata, but I knew it not.—I looked up
only to thos¢ other worlds to conduct me to
my own. ©

We
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We reached in a few days the tranquil ‘occan,
and I marked well the peculiar birds and the
sportive fishes which seemed to welcome me on
my return.—The 8ea now becoming strongly
agitated, though the wind even slackened, I
thought that the connecting channel must be
near, and my hopes were not disappointed; but
the entrance was so tremendous as we ap-
proached it, that my courage almost forsook me.
—It' was as black as He]l,.and the sounds which
re-echoed between the rocks were hideous and
distracting.—My crew (though Armatan sailors)
were for a moment discomfited by this scene of
horror, but I mminde.d them that God was in the
whirlwind as in the zephyr, and a song and a
dram soon settled all their fears.—As we were
sucked deeper into ghe chanact the water became
less convulsed, and il.l a few hou;s, the current
b.ecoming uniformly smooth, and running with
the sames velocity as in my voyage outward, I
knew to a certainty we were jn °the returning
course, and took my measures acc5rdingly.;-As
nozhing could now ocgut during the months

which
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whiclh *n:ust elapse before the gulph could be
cleared which divided our wdrlds, I ordered up
our dead lights, lashed sthe helm a-midships,
furled every sail, and, encouraging my crew
by the most hospitable indulgence, we lived
as jollily as if we had been on shore.—Our
sea stock of every kind was abundant, and I had
no more fears for the result of my voyage, than
if my cargo' had been coals on a voyage from
Newcastle to London.—There were no dangers
to encounter at the other apertuic of the current,
and the remainder of the passage was over our
own seas.

The longest day will have an end—wc emerged
from the channel after. a transit of nearly the
same period as “outward, having been three
calendar months, four days, and seven hours in
its rapid tide and under its s#ble shadow.—We
now pursued our course without any unusual
incident till w&¢ made the coast of Ireland, when a
sudden storm arose which I tremble to th: of,
and shall hot attempt ¢o describe.—The winds,

or
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or ratherall the elements combined, blew*directly
upon the shore; At midnight we were embayed,
and beforg the day dawned, a brighter and an
eternal day rose,*I trust, upon my brave and
hapless companions; as-the vessel having taken
the ground and overset above two cables’ length
from the shore, EVERY SOUL OF THEM
PERISHED.—I jum.ped overboard myself the
moment she struck, and being a dexterous swim-
mer, which gave me confidence amidst waves
that secmed contending with the clouds, 1 was
dashed to and fro till I felt something strike
against my breast.—It was a spar from the vessel,
and clingingto it I was saved.
.

The coast wag thinly inbabited, or rather
almost a desert;, but a few honest and kind-
hearted people came down to the beach in the

.morning and comforted me in their little cabins
near the sea.—They seemed much surprized at
the floating fragments of the, vessel, as,»though
t.  ‘ructure of it was demolished, the timbers,

they
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they satdewere quite different from any they had
ever seen. It was not long before we were
visited by a neighbouriag magistiate, " with
sevgral people from the highef country, who set
about the construction-of a raft to preserve, if
possible, some remains of so curious a wreck ;
but the wind coming' off the land, and, as is
often the case in such tetr;pests, blowing with
equal fury, every attempt to save even an atom
of her was in vain.

After a few hours rest I thanked the good
people for their kindness to me, and when they
had dried my clothes by a peélt fire,;and given me
a glass of some verystrong spirit, I set out on
foot, and meeting every. where \yith the most
friendly, hospital;lereception from the braveand
hobnest song o%’ St. Patrick, I arrived safe at
Dublin, where, finding credit for a few poundsl
with a merchant who had formerly known me,
I crossed the channel in a vessel bound for the
Thames, and, having some acquaintances at

‘ Black-
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Blackheath, I arrived there on the 17th of Octo-
ber, and on the %9th in London, where I have
continuedsever since, but am now in daily ex-
pectation of rec.eiving my dispatches for a o
voyage with a commerctal fleet. .

THE END.

London? Print oworth,
Ball-yard, Téfhple-bar.





















